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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors
Name Email Availability Location Phone
Saliha Belmessous [s.belmessous@unsw.edu.au While we are MB303 93852362

working remotely,
please email me to
arrange a
phone/video
consulation

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Detalls

Credit Points 6

Summary of the Course

The study of empire is critical in understanding the post-colonial present, the re-emergence of empire,
persisting problems of Indigenous rights and to contemporary understandings of human rights more
generally. This course will provide a critical examination of European colonial ideologies and practices. It
will also focus on the imperial experiences of colonized peoples, looking at ways in which they engaged
with empire across places and time.

Empires in World History will offer you the opportunity to understand what imperialism was about, how it
changed the face of the world and its impact on the present. The course will familiarize you with key
concepts, texts and methodologies for the study of comparative imperialism as well as early-modern and
modern history. Those who successfully complete this course will strengthen their analytical and
research skills as well as their historical knowledge.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Analyse key events, ideas, people and trends in imperial history

2. Read long-term patterns in colonialism and imperial history and understand their significance
3. Engage with critical debates on imperialism and its legacies

4. Analyse and interpret documents

5. Conduct independent scholarly enquiry

Teaching Strategies

The course is designed to encourage you to engage critically with past and current debates about
European imperialism and its impact on colonised and colonising societies. It will also introduce you to
recent research on human rights and the rights of Indigenous peoples. Each week a specific issue will be
the focus of the readings, the lecture and the seminar discussion.

The readings, all based on scholarly literature, provide contextual information. The one-hour lecture
presents European visions of empire by exploring the key ideas, ideologies and systems that supported
empire-building and management. In the 2nd and 3rd hours, we will focus on the voices of empire by
studying documents produced by those who lived in those empires (colonised peoples, officials, settlers).
We aim to understand how imperial subjects experienced empire, in other words, how they engage with



Assessment

All assessments are compulsory.




Questions to Consider for the Fieldwork Project:
1. Present the monument: what is it ? When was it built ? Where is it situated ?

2. Present the historical contex



You can use the material provided in the course (lectures and tutorial discussions).
Feedback via individual comments.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Class test
Start date: Not Applicable
Length: 100 minutes
Details:

In-class test: long answer questions. Students receive a numerical mark and consult the lecturer for
further feedback.

Additional details:

The in-class test is replaced with an online test that will be held during the last tutorial and which you will
submit through Turnitin.

Length: 100 minutes.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.



Attendance Requirements

Attendance of Tutorials



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS3290.html




Resources
Prescribed Resources

Weekly mandatory readings are available on Moodle.

Recommended Resources

You should buy Heather Streets-Salter and Trevor R. Getz, Empires and Colonies in the Modern World:
A Global Perspective (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016). This book is available at the UNSW
Bookstore. There are also a couple of copies in the HUC at the library. Unfortunately there is no e-
copy available.

| also recommend Jane Burbank and Frederick Cooper, Empires in World History: Power and the Politics
of Difference (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2011); and Krishan Kumar, Empires: A Historical
and Political Sociology (Cambridge: Polity Press, 2021).

Additional readings on weekly topics can be found on the Moodle course page.

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback will be gathered via MyExperience at the end of the course and through a brief in-class
evaluation during the trimester.



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am — 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am — 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



¢ understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW


http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise

Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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