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The Humanities, then and now

Term Two  //  2021
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Lisa Ford l.ford@unsw.edu.au Monday 11.30-1.30 346 Morven

Brown

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Note: This is a 12 UOC course. You will enrol in 6 UOC in each of two successive terms with a result
reported by a single grade at the end of the second 6 UOC course.

This is a core course for students enrolled in Honours in the School of Humanities and Languages. This
course aims to equip you, as an advanced student in a discipline represented in the School of
Humanities and Languages, with new skills to understand your discipline in a wider range of debates in
humanities and related area studies. You will be exposed to some of the leading issues, debates and
ideas that cross discipline boundaries in humanities and area studies.  Following that, you will gain
disciplinary depth through focused reading and study.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Analyse different epistemological and cultural traditions within the Humanities and their influence
on the wider world.

2. Evaluate changing perspectives in the history of a specific discipline and situate them in relation
to broader developments in the Humanities.

3. Communicate effectively and present work in a manner that conforms to scholarly conventions
and subject guidelines.

Teaching Strategies 

The course will be taught in the first weeks through a large seminar for the entire school cohort led by a
single convenor. This will be followed in later weeks by disciplinary reading seminars. The combination
will provide for the development of interdisciplinary dialogue across cognate disciplines and networks,
together with the exploration of discipline-specific theoretical formulations and issues. 
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Assessment



private individuals. Issues of power are fundamental to the construction and the institutionalisation of ‘the
record’ and of access to it. What processes are involved in selecting the material of an archive? What



Despite some faint signs of revival in the aftermath of the 2008 Global Financial Crisis, economic history
has remained unfashionable among both academics and students since its peak in the decades
following the Second World War, overtaken by cultural, gender and postcolonial histories. There are
many reasons for this unpopularity, ranging from the ‘capture’ of the sub-discipline by econometricians
imposing specialised mathematical models on economic phenomena in the past, to rejection of the
deterministic and reductionist historical master narratives that underpinned many Marxist (or Marxisant)
works of economic history, to revulsion at neoliberal claims that all social life and meaning is ‘economic’.
Despite this unpopularity, some of the most ambitious and widely read works of history of the past thirty
years have been written from an avowedly ‘economic’ perspective. Is it time for a revival of interest in
economic history among historians? How can due attention to economic history enrich other historical
approaches? To turn this question upside down: are there any historical phenomena that can be
adequately understood without attention to economic processes? How might economic history improve
(or challenge) your thesis?

 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Seminar presentation write up

Length: 800 words

Details:

Class presentations will be assigned to each student in the interdisciplinary part of the course. Following
the presentation, students submit a critical summary and reflection on the presentation and class
discussion (ca. 800 words).

Written and/or oral feedback.

Additional details:

Class presentations will be assigned to each student in the interdisciplinary part of the course. Following
the presentation, students submit a critical summary and reflection on the presentation and class
discussion (ca. 800 words).

Assessment 3: Learning Portfolio

Length: 1700

Details:

A portfolio where students address issues and questions from their weekly readings for the
interdisciplinary part of the course. The portfolio is a record of students' preparation for class each week.
Students will write as a minimum 5 x 300 word reading summaries and textual analysis, as well as a 200
word reflection on the research portfolio itself (1,700 words in total). The written form of the portfolio is
less formal than an essay and may be a mix of prose and bullet points. This portfolio requires students to
reflect on their own learning in the course and how assessment tasks, including the research portfolio
itself, may contribute to this.
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Written and/or oral feedback.

Additional details:

A portfolio where students address issues and questions from their weekly readings for the
interdisciplinary part of the course. The portfolio is a record of students' preparation for class each week.
Students will write as a minimum 5 x 300 word reading summaries and textual analysis, as well as a 200
word reflection on the research portfolio itself (1,700 words in total). The written form of the portfolio is
less formal than an essay and may be a mix of prose and bullet points. This portfolio requires students to
reflect on their own learning in the course and how assessment tasks, including the research portfolio
itself, may contribute to this. Written and/or oral feedback.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 31 May - 4 June Reading NOTE THAT THIS COURSE STARTS IN WEEK 9

of T1. Required readings for the first three weeks
follow. See Moodle for Suggested Readings. 

12 April: Lost Worlds / Lost Words with Lisa
Ford
Required: 
Greg Anderson, “Retrieving the Lost Worlds of the
Past: The Case for an Ontological Turn," The
American Historical Review 120.3 (2015) 787–810,
Quentin Skinner, “Meaning and Understanding in
the History of Ideas” Visions of Politics: Regarding
method (Cambridge University Press, 2002)

19 April: The Written Archive with Lisa Ford
Required:
Ann Laura Stoler “The Pulse of the Archive” Along
the Archival Grain: Epistemic Anxieties and
Colonial Common Sense (Princeton University (Princeton University

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS4249.html


https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/unsw/reader.action?docID=1596806
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/unsw/reader.action?docID=1596806
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/unsw/reader.action?docID=1596806


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Note that this course begins in Week 9 of T1 (12 April). I will also list readings in a .pdf on the webpage.
This course outline only pertains to the History and Area Studies Stream. Other students should consult
with their supervisors.

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

As this is the first time I have convened this part of the course, I am particularly keen to seek your
feedback on the themes, content, structure and timetabling both informally in class discussions and
formally in MyExperience reviews. I always revise course materials and teaching approaches in
response to feedback. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

Augustus Earle, 'Views in Australia, ca. 1826' (Sydney : Earle's Lithography, ca. 1826), Mitchell Library,
State Library of New South Wales, 110335043, PX*D 321.

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G
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