


Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course is centred on the fundamentals of environmental technologies and their practicalities,
implications, opportunities, and challenges for environmental professionals and leaders. Building on
understandings of the mechanisms through which society shapes technology (and technology shapes
society), this course introduces real-world case studies of the application of technical fixes designed to
reduce humanity’s ecological impact. In exploring the diverse relationships and socio-economic contexts
across cities, rural, and regional areas in the Global North and South in which environmental
technologies are deployed, you will develop an advanced understanding of tensions between various
forms of technical knowledges and their application within and across societies and cultures.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Investigate the interaction between technology and society, and its influence on the role of
environmental professionals and leaders

2. Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of socio-economic contexts for the
development and delivery of environmental technical fixes

3. Assess common approaches to environmental technologies and design, and how these address
real-world and complex challenges

4. Discuss the importance of cultural context on technical knowledges and their application
5. Communicate the opportunities and challenges of environmental technologies to a range of

stakeholders in both academic and practical settings

Teaching Strategies 

This course utilises a diversity of activities, including face-to-face classes, online activities, guest
lectures, and field study to support and develop your learning. Interactive seminars include lectures and
guest lectures, small group activities, presentations, and broader directed discussion.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Forum discussion 10% Not Applicable 1, 5

Group project presentation 30% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4

Research Report 30% 13/08/2020 11:59 PM 2, 3, 5

Review of Readings 30% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Forum discussion

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 500

Details:

1 or 2 class exercises (max 500 words) and participation (on-campus) OR online discussion posts
(distance students) of max 500 words per week for prescribed weeks. Individual feedback provided.

Additional details:

See Moodle for further details.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Group project presentation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Group project presentation of about 20 minutes on an engineering solution for an environmental
problem.

Written and verbal feedback provided.

Additional details:

See Moodle for further details.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Assessment 3: Research Report

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Technology assessment report, 2500 to 3000 words maximum

written feedback provided

Additional details:

See Moodle for further details.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 4: Review of Readings

Start date: Not Applicable

Details:

Short weekly reviews of readings, max 500 words each for 3 weeks as selected by students

Written feedback provided.

Additional details:

See Moodle for further details.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

See Moodle for details.



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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