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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Indigenous knowledge holders are working with how to articulate their knowledge practices and beliefs to
non-Indigenous and non-local audiences. In this course, you will focus on ethical and equitable ways of
integrating Indigenous and local knowledge systems with Western scientific knowledge systems to
inform sustainability and conservation policy and practice. You will learn about appropriate and effective
ways to share and combine these knowledge systems for collaborative environmental leadership. In the
midst of global crises, including climate disruption, large scale extinctions, and exacerbated bushfires,
you will rethink ways society can conceptualise environmental problems and conservation practices. In
addition, you will investigate how to build regional, national, and global science policy that is inclusive of
situated Indigenous and local knowledge systems without compromising the integrity or legitimacy of
scientific, Indigenous, or local knowledge systems.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Describe the interconnectedness of culture and ecology in Indigenous and local knowledge
systems and the possibilities for ethical integration with Western scientific knowledge

2. Apply multiple evidence bases to the theory and practice of land restoration and care



Assessment

Harvard referencing system should be used for essay and final reflection.

All assessments will be outlined in class in week 1.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Personal Learning Journal 20% first journal due week 1
04/06/2021 2pm then

weekly, with the final journal
due week 6 09/07/2021 2pm

1, 3, 4

Essay 30% 18/07/2021 11:00 PM 1, 3

Reflection 50% Final written reflection due
Friday of week 10 (August

6)

1, 2, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Personal Learning Journal

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: minimum 200 words and maximum 500 words for each of weeks 1-6

Details:

The journal will be kept throughout the term, with weekly entries (submitted weekly – feedback via verbal
or written comments). Requires critical and personal engagement with course content and experiential
learning, and may include short reflections on a number of pre-set questions. Length: 200 words per
week for weeks 1-6.

Feedback via a rubric, numerical mark, and comments.

Additional details:

The journal task for week 1 will be posted on moodle before term starts and is to be completed for
discussion in class on Friday of week 1.

Journals for subsequent weeks will be based on your own learning reflections (criteria and guidance
provided in class week 1), unless other specific tasks are set.

Submission notes: Submit through moodle link on Friday for each of weeks 1-6.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Assessment 2: Essay

Length: 1200-1400 words (not including reference list)

Details:

The essay (about 1,200 words) will outline ethical and equitable ways of integrating Indigenous and local
knowledge systems with Western scientific knowledge to inform sustainability and conservation policy
and practice. Learning will be based on seminars and presentations, readings, and conversations. Some
hurdle assignments such as online quizzes, will be included.

Feedback will be given in the form of a rubric (including the hurdle tasks), numerical mark, and
comments.

Additional details:

Hurdle assignments will be set for weeks 2-4 and provided on moodle.

Essay criteria and guidance will be provided in class in week 1 (submission date for essay is July 18).

Submission notes: Submit through moodle link

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Reflection

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2000 words (not including reference list)

Details:

The final assessment (about 2000 words) will be a reflection on what has been learnt, reframed and
understood during the course. The assessment will include a written task (assessed by university
academics) and the other components of the assessment will be based on demonstration of
understanding in the field. The local knowledge authorities who host the field trip will co-design this
aspect of the learning task and be co-assessors of competence/learning outcomes.

Feedback via a rubric, numerical mark, and comments.

Additional details:

The task designed and assessed by Traditional Custodians will be undertaken during the multi-day field
trip and will be worth 25% (half of the 50%)

The final written reflection (marked by course convenors) will be outlined during class in week 1 and is
due end of term (Friday August 6th, week 10).

Submission notes: Submit final written reflection through link on moodle.
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Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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due last day of term (Friday August 6).
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

A curated set of mandatory resources will be available through Leganto and on the course moodle site
for the start of term.

There is a vast array of literature and webinars, podcasts etc, that inform this course. It is strongly
recommended that you start looking at relevant resources before the course starts. Some resources
(available through Leganto and as ebooks in UNSW library) to start with include:

"Dark Emu" by Bruce Pascoe 

"Loving Country" Chapter 1 (pp 1-19 on Gulaga & Biamanga (preparation for field trip)) 2020

"Songlines - The Power and the Promise" by Margo Neal and Lynne Kelly 2020 

"Sacred Ecology" by Firket Berkes 2012

Recommended Resources

A list of wider recommended resources (ebooks in UNSW library and linked to Leganto) includes:

"Songspirals - sharing women's wisdom of Country through songlines" by the Gay'Wu Group of Women,
2019, Allen & Unwin

"The Dreaming and other essays" by W.E.H. Stanner 

"Braiding Sweetgrass - Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge and the Teachings of Plants" by Robin
Wall Kimmerer 2013 - read p241-253.

Two print books available in UNSW library: "Sand Talk" by Tyson Yunkaporta

Course Evaluation and Development

This is the inaugural year for this course. As well as the myExperience feedback, a survey will be
provided to students to complete for feedback on the field trips.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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