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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors
Name Email Availability Location Phone
Sithembinkosi Dube |s.dube@unsw.edu.au By appointment via |Morven Brown By
e-mail appointment
via e-mail
Lecturers
Name Emalil Availability Location Phone
Sithembinkosi Dube |s.dube@unsw.edu.au By appointment via |Morven Brown |By
e-mail appointment
via e-mail

School Contact Information

School of Humanities and Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Phone: +61 2 9385 1681

Fax: +61 2 9385 8705

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Detalls

Credit Points 6

Summary of the Course

The psychology of language, or psycholinguistics, is the scientific study of the relationship between
language and psychology. The more you understand about the psychology of language, how it is
acquired, and how it is processed, the more you understand about yourself and the people and

world around you. In this course, you will learn how we acquire, develop, and use language in general
and specialised contexts. By developing an understanding of contemporary research methods, including
language performance tasks, eye tracking and brain imaging, you will identify the relationship between
language, cognition, and behaviour. You will evaluate the application of various fundamental approaches
in psycholinguistics to identify how they account for the psychological processes underlying the
production, processing and representation of human language. You will also explore atypical language
development, language impairment, and clinical contexts.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. describe and explain the most crucial issues involved in the interaction between the brain and
language in relation to how languages are acquired, processed and stored.

2. apply general principles of linguistics to language acquisition, language comprehension and
production, and to apposite neurological processes involving language.

3. explicate the basic research on brain damage and language impairment, breakdown and loss,
and language and thought.

4. critically examine and evaluate modern approaches in psycholinguistics, in terms of their power
to account for the psychological processes underlying the production, processing and
representation of human language.

Teaching Strategies

This course uses an interactive seminar format to introduce the basic conceptual distinctions and
present the fundamental research where the lecturer will endeavour to make original technical research
more manageable, . h



Assessment

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Problem set 25% 18/06/2021 04:00 PM 1,4

In-class test 25% Not Applicable 1,2,3

Presentation 10% As rostered 1,3

Essay 40% 09/08/2021 04:00 PM 1,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Problem set

Start date%d6/06/2021 04:00 PM %o %o %o %o
Length: 25 short answer questions

Details:

Students will be required to analyse some case studies (3-Bproblems) in relation to particular  esi 7 %o
psycholinguistic issues. They will address these issues by answering very specific questions designed to



Details:

10-15 minutes. Students will be assigned a presentation on a specific course topic.

Submission notes: Presentation as rostered and students must submit their PowerPoint slides before
their scheduled presentation

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 4: Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: Approximately 2,500 words
Details:

This is the final assessment. 2500 words. Written feedback. This is the final assessment for attendance
purposes.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Resources
Prescribed Resources

Please refer to the Reading Sequences link on Moodle for details of each week's required reading. All
readings are available via Moodle and the UNSW Library.

* Hoff, E. (2014). Language development (5th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.

* Harley, T. (2014). The psychology of language: From data to theory (4th ed.). Hove, UK:
Psychology Press.

Recommended Resources
¢ Gaskell, M. G. (2007). The Oxford handbook of psycholinguistics. Oxford, UK: Oxford University

Press.
* Further recommended resources are available on Moodle.

Course Evaluation and Development
Student feedback is gathered using UNSW's myExperience system in addition to on-going feedback

throughout the course and via in-class activities and assessments. All forms of student feedback will be
acted upon to improve the student learning experience in the course and its future iterations.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

* be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy

* be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community

locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW.
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information
For essential student information relating to:

* requests for extension;
* late submissions guidelines;


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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