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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone

Heikki Ikäheimo h.ikaheimo@unsw.edu.au Email for
appointment

Morven
Brown
Building,
Room 321

(02)
90651861

Simon Lumsden s.lumsden@unsw.edu.au Email for
appointment

Morven
Brown,
Room 335

(02) 9065
9747

Lecturers

Name Email Availability Location Phone

Karyn Lai k.lai@unsw.edu.au Email for
appointment

Morven
Brown,
Room 326

(02)
90655421

School Contact Information

School of Humanities & Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Tel: 02 9348 0406

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal

https://www.indigenous.unsw.edu.au/strategy


Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

This course addresses core philosophical questions about knowledge, reality, and human existence. 
You will examine what it means for something to be true and how we know whether something is
true; what are the fundamentals of the universe and the place of science and religion in
discerning them; what are the basic constituents of human societies, and how all these questions are
related to what and who you are. In investigating these topics we will study the views of both classical
and contemporary philosophers. This course will help you develop the critical and analytical thinking
skills necessary for advanced study and your future career. While this is a standalone introductory
course, it can be usefully combined with ARTS1361: Mind, Ethics, and Freedom - Introduction to
Philosophy.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain central concepts in epistemology, metaphysics, and social and existential philosophy.
2. Critically evaluate arguments in epistemology, metaphysics, and social and existential

philosophy. 
3. Assess the comparative merits of distinct positions in foundational works in Western

epistemology, metaphysics, and social and existential philosophy.
4. Interrogate canonical texts in Western epistemology, metaphysics, and social and existential

philosophy, and examine how they have influenced contemporary society and institutions.

Teaching Strategies 

The course is taught through two one-hour weekly lectures and a one-hour weekly tutorial, plus six hours
of online activities over the course of the term. The lectures also provide important background to texts,
themes, and figures examined in the course. The tutorials provide the opportunity to discuss the
readings and topics covered in the lectures and online activities. 
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Assessment

Full up to date information on all assessments will be published on the course Moodle page.

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Critical Analysis 25% 03/07/2022 11:59 PM 1, 2

2. Quiz 15% Not Applicable 1

3. Major essay 60% 08/08/2022 11:59 PM 2, 3, 4



 

Assessment 3: Major essay

Assessment length: 1500 words maximum
Due date: 08/08/2022 11:59 PM

1500 words. A critical research essay on a select topic from the course; students select from a list of
possible essay topics. Feedback via rubric and a mark. 

This is the final assessment for attendance purposes. 

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin similarity reports.

Additional details

Essay questions and advice on essay writing will be provided on the course Moodle page and in the
tutorials.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources

All readings will be available through a Leganto link on the course Moodle page.

Recommended Resources

Information on resources is available on the course Moodle page

Course Evaluation and Development

MyExperience is used to assess and to improve this course. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Information

Due to evolving advice by NSW Health, students must check for updated information regarding online
learning for all Arts, Design and Architecture courses this term (via Moodle or course information
provided.)

For essential student information relating to:

http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

