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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone

Denise Hantel d.hantel@unsw.edu.au by appointment
(online or in
person)

Morven
Brown 234

02 9065
2080

Tutors

Name Email Availability Location Phone

Nicholas Enright nicholas.enright@unsw.edu.au

School Contact Information

School of Humanities & Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday, 9am - 5pm

Tel: 02 9348 0406

Email: hal@unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

If you are interested in learning the most commonly spoken first language in Europe and have no prior
knowledge of the German language, then Introductory German A is the right course for you. Based on a
communicative and task-based approach, this course is designed to help you quickly develop your
proficiency in basic oral and written German. Vocabulary and basic German grammar are presented in
contexts that are relevant for everyday language use. If you are a first-time language learner, we will
equip you with basic language learning strategies to make your learning process more effective. The
course introduces you to important facets of German societies and culture and, in this way, give you a
better understanding of life in German-speaking countries.

This course is a beginners-level language course. All students who have had some experience with the
language, either as a heritage language or through previous instruction, must fill in the placement
questionnaire available at https://hal.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/language-placements. You will
not be permitted to enrol in a language course that is too easy for you. If this occurs, you will be
requested to change your enrolment.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Use a very basic range of vocabulary and phrases in German and apply a few simple rules of
grammar.

2. Understand and use the German language in short interactions in familiar everyday situations.
3. Use very basic strategies to maintain communication.
4. Identify some features of linguistic and cultural diversity, including the varied nature of the

German-speaking world.
5. Reflect on learning process and learning strategies.

Teaching Strategies 

The teaching strategies of our German classes are based on the communicative and task-based
approach, which aim at giving students opportunities to practice their communication skills in contexts
that are personally relevant and connected to everyday life. Thus, students learn a very authentic use of
the German language combined with cultural and historical knowledge. The learning material (print and
digital) and learning activities (e.g. online tasks, small tasks/projects inside and outside the classroom,
short fictional and non-fictional texts) provide students with varied opportunities to practice their receptive
and productive skills, as well as their vocabulary and basic German grammar. We encourage students to
use suitable language learning strategies, and to independently practice or revise their German skills on
a regular basis, inside and beyond the classroom. The language of instruction is predominantly German
(apart from some explanation of grammatical features) so that students develop their listening skills. In
both lecture and tutorials, we are using different learning approaches and modes of instruction
(presentations, pair or small group work, individual assignments) to provide extensive and more holistic
opportunities to listen to, read, speak and write in German.

This course is a beginners-level language course. All students who have had some experience with the
language, either as a heritage language or through previous instruction, must fill in the placement
questionnaire available at https://hal.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/courses/language-placements. You will
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due date).

Assessment 3: Speaking Test



Attendance Requirements

Attendance of Lectures/Tutorials is mandatory in this course. It will be recorded at the beginning of
each Lecture & Tutorial using the LMS. Unexcused absence from more than 20% of
Lectures/Tutorials will result in the award of a fail grade. In Lectures/Tutorials you will actively engage
with core course content, enabling you to attain CLO 1, 2 & 3. 

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content

Week 1: 30 May - 3
June

Topic Einführung A:  Greetings, Requests, Alphabet &
Numbers, Clothing Colours,

Week 2: 6 June - 10
June

Topic Einführung B: Classroom, Appearance, Body,
Family, Weather, Origin

Week 3: 13 June - 17
June

Topic Kapitel 1 (I): Hobbies, School, University, Time,
Daily Routines

Assessment Quiz 1 (14/06 04:00pm)

Week 4: 20 June - 24
June

Topic Kapitel 1 (II): Hobbies, School, University, Time,
Daily Routines

Week 5: 27 June - 1
July

Topic Kapitel 2: Possessions, Gifts, Invitations,
Clothing, Leisure

Assessment Quiz 2 (27/06 04:00pm)

Week 6: 4 July - 8 July Topic Reading Week

Assessment Portfolio I (04/07 04:00pm)

Week 7: 11 July - 15
July

Topic Kapitel 3 (I): Talents, Plans, Duties, Physical
Condition, Feelings

Week 8: 18 July - 22
July

Topic Kapitel 3 (II): Talents, Plans, Duties, Physical
Condition, Feeling

Assessment Quiz 3 (18/07 04:00pm)

Week 9: 25 July - 29
July

Topic Kapitel 4 (I): Holidays, special occasions, free-
time activities

Week 10: 1 August - 5
August

Topic Kapitel 4 (II): Holidays, special occasions, free-
time activities

Assessment Quiz 4 (01/08 04:00pm)
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Speaking Test (04-05/08)

Portfolio II (Week 11: 08/08 04:00pm)
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Resources

Prescribed Resources

Erwin Tschirner and Brigitte Nikolai, Kontakte: A Communicative Approach, ninth edition (NY:
McGraw Hill, 2020), student edition ISBN: 9781260575514 (Make sure you have the 9th edition!)

You can either buy the printed textbook together with a code to Connect (the online Kontakte
course including access to the E-book & practice quizzes), or the code only (link to the Connect
course and more information will be provided on Moodle).

Recommended Resources

You may find additional texts on German grammar useful. The following are available at the UNSW
Library:

Zorach, Cecile and Charlotte Melin, English Grammar for Students of German : the Study Guide
for Those Learning German (Olivia and Hill Press, 4th ed., 2001)
Reimann, Monika, Essential German Grammar (Ismaning: Hueber, 2014)
Specht, Franz et al., Schritte Übungsgrammatik (Ismaning: Hueber, 2010)
Elke Gschossmann-Hendershot and Lois M. Feuerle, Schaum’s Outline of German Grammar,
3rd ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill, 1997)





Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise


https://unsplash.com/@stewi?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/berlin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
http://www.tcpdf.org
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