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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal
Lands. We pay our respects to the Bidjigal and Gadigal peoples who are the Custodians of these lands.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the First Australians, whose lands,
winds and waters we all now share, and pay respect to their unique values, and their continuing and
enduring cultures which deepen and enrich the life of our nation and communities.  

 

 

  Image courtesy of the Office of the Pro Vice-Chancellor Indigenous UNSW's Indigenous strategy
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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

In Dressed to Kill, you will explore the links between dress and gendered identities using a number of
case studies from Europe, Asia, Australia and the Americas over the last four hundred years. This
course will focus on the many meanings of dress from daily attire, to national dress and uniforms, to high
fashion across a wide gamut of cultures. We will use photographs, paintings and readings to cover topics
as diverse as shaping the body (such as foot-binding and the corset), deportment, haute couture, and
even the meaning of cloth. Women’s dress as the Other of men’s dress, the manipulation of costume for
political agendas (including fashion and fascism and feminism and fashion), current debates about
veiling, and the history of the department store will also be explored.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Recognize where and in what ways dress is an expression of gendered identities
2. Analyse course themes through the lens of gender and feminist scholarship
3. Construct arguments using interdisciplinary scholarship—for example from history and gender

studies- in written or verbal form
4. Analyse the semiotics of dress through visual primary sources such as photographs and

paintings
5. Answer questions posed using argument and evidence
6. Conduct independent scholarly research

Teaching Strategies 

This course is designed to develop your critical analysis of non-textual material such as photographs and
paintings and to help you understand the semiotics of dress using a gender perspective. The lectures
provide background information and introduce theoretical and analytical perspectives and debates that
are explored in or exemplified by the specialised weekly readings. My teaching strategy is to help you
learn the skills of critical analysis. These skills need to be developed regularly over time and tutorials are
a fundamental part of this learning process. Weekly responses to the readings trains you to reflect and
analyse academic scholarship on gender and dress and enables everybody to participate in class
discussions. By the end of the term you will not only develop critical skills but also a mature confidence
in presenting your ideas in public. The Photographic Exercise assignment is an opportunity for you to
have your own original research project using and analysing photographs as a main primary source,
while the essay develops your research, analytical and writing skills furthering your development as a
scholar of gender and dress studies. Engagement with the course content is further encouraged and
assessed by an end-of-term test.
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Due date: 18/07/2022 05:00 PM

Students choose a public figure (e.g., president, prime minister, monarch) and assemble photographs
from newspapers, magazines and the web, and analyze their self-representation in their dress,
deportment and consumption practices.  Feedback is by individual comments given on the day of the
presentation as well as written comments on the bibliography submitted (returned the following week).

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity reports.

Additional details

Refer to the lecture on analysing the photograph for how to do this.  There is a group exercise in week
3 during the seminar where students  practice analysing photographs.

Students have to submit a 600 word analysis as well as a one page annotated bibliography uploaded
through Turnitin. The annotated bibliography just means students write a sentence or two after each
reference consulted to let us know how the source helped them in their analysis. You should as much as
possible use scholarly work on your person (ie consult biographies if possible or history textbooks) as
well as material on the political context of the time. In some cases scholarship on constructions of ideal
femininities/masculinities/gender of the particular country/culture may also be very important.

The assessment is due on the Monday of week 8, July 18, 2022 at 5pm. At tutorials from week 8-10 we
will ask for volunteers to present their analysis at tutorials to share with classmates and get feedback. 

Assessment 3: Response to readings

Start date: 30/05/2022 01:00 PM
Assessment length: c600 words
Due date: 15/06/2021 06:00 PM

Students submit a response (ca. 500-600 words) to set questions on a weekly reading before one
tutorial. Feedback is via individual comments and in-class discussion.

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity reports.

Additional details

 

See the file on Tutorial readings and questions for discussion (in the Moodle site) for week 3 (the Zoot
suit) for the questions you need to answer for this assessment.

Assessment 4: Research essay

Start date:



This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity reports.

Additional details

See the file on Essay questions and bibliographies uploaded in the Moodle site. This has the list of essay
questions and recommended bibliographies for this assignment.

Also check the Moodle file on the Essay Marking rubric.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2022/ARTS2904.html








response to the question: "Overall I was satisfied with the quality of the course" where the School of
Humanities and Languages' average was 4.92. In 2020 the instructor received the score of 5.64 for the
question "Overall I was satisfied by the quality of this person's teaching) compared to the School of
Humanities and Languages' average of 5.37. 

 In 2019 the course was only available as F2F and I took attendance at lectures, seminars and tutorials. 
I mention this because the result in terms of grades was spectacular-- no one failed the course and the
marks were high.  

Here is a comment from students in 2019 about the course: "This had to be the best learning
environment I have been in at uni. Everyone who stay enrolled in the course was passionate about
actively learning and we all felt comfortable contributing in class. The course was very well structured,
particularly the third hour of the lecture that was dedicated to group activities which created a better



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise


Academic Information

Due to evolving advice by NSW Health, students must check for updated information regarding online
learning for all Arts, Design and Architecture courses this term (via Moodle or course information
provided.)

For essential student information relating to:

http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

