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Course Overview
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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal

https://www.indigenous.unsw.edu.au/strategy


Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

The study of empire is critical in understanding the post-colonial present, the re-emergence of empire,
persisting problems of Indigenous rights and to contemporary understandings of human rights more
generally. This course will provide a critical examination of European colonial ideologies and practices. It
will also focus on the imperial experiences of colonized peoples, looking at ways in which they engaged
with empire across places and time.

Empires in World History will offer you the opportunity to understand what imperialism was about, how it
changed the face of the world and its impact on the present. The course will familiarize you with key
concepts, texts and methodologies for the study of comparative imperialism as well as early-modern and
modern history. Those who successfully complete this course will strengthen their analytical and
research skills as well as their historical knowledge.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Analyse key events, ideas, people and trends in imperial history
2. Read long-term patterns in colonialism and imperial history and understand their significance
3. Engage with critical debates on imperialism and its legacies
4. Analyse and interpret documents
5. Conduct independent scholarly enquiry

Teaching Strategies 

The course is designed to encourage you to engage critically with past and current debates about
European imperialism and its impact on colonised and colonising societies. It will also introduce you to
recent research on human rights and the rights of Indigenous peoples. Each week a specific issue will be
the focus of the readings, the lecture and the seminar discussion.

The readings, all based on scholarly literature, provide contextual information. The one-hour lecture
presents European visions of empire by exploring the key ideas, ideologies and systems that supported
empire-building and management. In the 2nd and 3rd hours, we will focus on the voices of empire by
studying documents produced by those who lived in those empires (colonised peoples, officials, settlers).
We aim to understand how imperial subjects experienced empire, in other words, how they engage with
its ideologies, structures and policies. Our perspective (the imperial subjects’ point of view) allows a
more complex understanding of imperialism and its effects on subject peoples.
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further feedback.

 



Attendance Requirements

Attendance of Tutorials is mandatory in this course. Unexcused absence from more than 20% of
Tutorials will result in the award a fail grade.

Each tutorial includes work-related learning activities such as student-led primary sources analysis which
are critical to the course learning outcomes.

Finally, there are two assessments scheduled during tutorial: a marked presentation in week 5 and a
class test in week 10.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content

Week 1: 30 May - 3
June

Lecture Introduction to Visions and Voices of Empire Introduction to Visions and Voices of Empire

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2022/ARTS3290.html


Assessment







https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
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Academic Information

Due to evolving advice by NSW Health, students must check for updated information regarding online
learning for all Arts, Design and Architecture courses this term (via Moodle or course information
provided.)

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
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