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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone

Jacqui Besgrove j.besgrove@unsw.edu.au By appointment
during
consultation hours
(Thursdays 4:30
pm – 5:30 pm). In
person or online.

TBC NA

School Contact Information

School of Humanities & Languages

Location: School Office, Morven Brown Building, Level 2, 258

mailto:j.besgrove@unsw.edu.au
mailto:hal@unsw.edu.au


https://www.indigenous.unsw.edu.au/strategy


Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

This course will introduce foundational concepts of the ethics and principles of permaculture, a
regenerative systems approach founded in Australia and global in impact. In this course, you will gain
confidence in permaculture restorative frameworks and methodologies in the contexts of environmental
management, leadership, and sustainability. Permaculture design seeks to reconnect people with
ecological processes, inter-relationships, and interdependence of living things and to integrate these
knowledges to tend to ecosystems in ways that care for the Earth, care for people, and use a fair share
of resources. Permaculture has an important role to play in the rapid transition to zero carbon or net
negative carbon through restorative and regenerative ecological, social, and cultural practices. The
course will have a focus on implementing permaculture solutions, demonstrating how theory learned
during seminars applies to real world systems. In successfully completing this course, you will develop
applied skills to design and implement urban/suburban permaculture solutions and you will earn a
permaculture design certificate.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain ecological and social components of permaculture
2. Identify how permaculture ethics and principles inform design for reconnecting humans with/as

“nature” while providing abundance
3. Demonstrate the fundamentals of ecosystem structure and function
4. Integrate the key principles of water, soil, climate, trees, plants and social permaculture
5. Apply permaculture design methodology to environment and society situations and settings

Teaching Strategies 

Teaching Strategies for IEST6001 engage two formats:

1. In-class seminars in permaculture design help you develop an understanding of permaculture ethics
and principles. Key theoretical concepts regarding water, soil, climate, trees, plants, seeds, and society
aimed at developing knowledge of natural patterns will inform design. Key theoretical design concepts
are coupled with examples of permaculture in action.

2. Research-service-learning field study seminars introduce you to various permaculture sites including
small urban properties, suburban sites, and community and urban farm scale sites. You will be expected
to participate in practical experience as part of an energy exchange to compensate land custodians for
their time. The field component is designed to apply and build upon the theory and concepts covered
during the in-class component of the course.
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This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2022/IEST6001.html




Resources

Prescribed Resources

Your key readings and other materials will be available via your Moodle site.

Recommended Resources

You are expected to make good use of the readings provided for the course, and to read beyond those
materials for your assignments. Independent research is expected. The following resources are available
from the UNSW Library and are recommended:

Earthusers Guide to Permaculture (on order, should be in UNSW library shortly!)

Rosemary Morrow

Hepburn, Vic. : Melliodora Publishing. Second Edition. 2015

 

Permaculture : principles & pathways beyond sustainability

David Holmgren 

Hepburn, Vic. : Holmgren Design Services, 2002

 

Permaculture : a designers' manual

B. C. Mollison ; Andrew Jeeves 1956-

Tyalgum, N.S.W. : Tagari Publications, 1988

 

Permaculture one : a perennial agriculture for human settlements

B. C. Mollison ; David Holmgren

Tyalgum, NSW : Tagari Publications, 1987

 

Permaculture two : practical design for town and country in permanent agriculture

B. C. Mollison

Stanley, Tas. : Tagari, 1979
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https://store.holmgren.com.au/product/earth-users-guide-to-permaculture/
https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=UNSW_ALMA21144530500001731&context=L&vid=UNSWS&lang=en_US&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cpermaculture
https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=UNSW_ALMA21115187500001731&context=L&vid=UNSWS&lang=en_US&search_scope=SearchFirst&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cpermaculture
https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=UNSW_ALMA21117215260001731&context=L&vid=UNSWS&lang=en_US&search_scope=SearchFirst&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cpermaculture
https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=UNSW_ALMA21123594990001731&context=L&vid=UNSWS&lang=en_US&search_scope=SearchFirst&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cpermaculture


 

RetroSuburbia : the downshifter's guide to a resilient future

Holmgren, David.

https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=UNSW_ALMA21294985910001731&context=L&vid=UNSWS&lang=en_US&search_scope=SearchFirst&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cpermaculture
https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=UNSW_ALMA21122387970001731&context=L&vid=UNSWS&lang=en_US&search_scope=SearchFirst&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cted%20trainer
https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=UNSW_ALMA51315550450001731&context=L&vid=UNSWS&lang=en_US&search_scope=SearchFirst&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cpermaculture&offset=0
https://primoa.library.unsw.edu.au/primo-explore/fulldisplay?docid=UNSW_ALMA21145810550001731&context=L&vid=UNSWS&lang=en_US&tab=default_tab&query=any%2Ccontains%2Cpermaculture&offset=0


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: Using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This includes copying materials, ideas or concepts from a book, article,
report or other written document, presentation, composition, artwork, design, drawing, circuitry, computer
program or software, website, internet, other electronic resource, or another person's assignment without
appropriate acknowledgement. 

Inappropriate paraphrasing: 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
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