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Sciences: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to: requests for extension; review of marks; occupational health
and safety; examination procedures; special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability; and other essential academic information,
see https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: European Studies
This course can also be studied in the following specialisations: History, German Studies

What role does Europe's terrible twentieth-century history play today and how has this changed since
1945? To what extent does history divide or unite Europeans? Has Germany 'come to terms' with its
Nazi past? How are Stalinism and the Soviet Union remembered in Putin's Russia? In this course you
will explore how Europeans have coped with their recent pasts, particularly the experiences of fascism
and Nazism, of World War II and the Holocaust, and of Soviet-style communism. You will be introduced
to the interdisciplinary fields of 'transitional justice' and 'memory studies' in the context of contemporary
Europe. You will examine attempts to achieve justice, to identify perpetrators, victims, collaborators and
bystanders, to reconcile former enemies and ideological opponents, and to develop new, usable
understandings of the past. You will study the many ways in which the past is addressed, including
though trials and purges, through commemoration rituals, memorials, museums and monuments,
through official histories and popular memories, as well as the public and scholarly debates that
surround them. The course draws on cases from across Europe, including France, Germany, Poland,
Russia and Spain, and considers the role of the European Union.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. explain the various ways in which European societies have handled the legacies of twentieth-
century warfare, dictatorship and genocide

2. analyse the present-day significance and uses of the past
3. identify various forms of historical and contemporary agency and assess their significance in

particular contexts
4. discuss the diversity of experiences in and perspectives on the past with appropriate

consideration of ethical questions 
5. apply and critique key concepts used in scholarly and public debates about the handling of the

past
6. reflect on learning and how it has changed, challenged or confirmed previous thinking

Teaching Strategies 

The learning and teaching strategy is designed to deliver a course that encourages your critical
engagement with current and past debates about Europe'?s difficult twentieth-century history, and with
recent research at the intersections of contemporary history and the interdisciplinary fields of 'memory
studies' and 'transitional justice'. Each week a specific issue and/or European country or region will be
the focus of the lecture, the readings and the tutorial. The lectures provide background information and
introduce theoretical and analytical perspectives and debates that will be explored in or exemplified by
the specialised weekly readings. The lectures may also present specific primary sources or cultural
artefacts such as memorials or films for discussion. The tutorials involve in-depth discussion of readings.
My teaching strategy is to encourage your engagement with and structured reflection on the readings by
having you complete a regular 'blog' in which you respond to questions on the set readings and pose
your own discussion questions. Engagement with the lecture and reading material are also encouraged
and assessed by a final in-class test, which gives you the opportunity to synthesise the material and
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reflect on what you have learnt. The essay and essay plan require you to undertake independent
research on a specific topic, engage with relevant scholarship and practice your critical thinking,
analytical and written communication skills.
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Assessment



Assessment 3: Research Essay

Start date: 

Details: 2,500 word essay. Feedback via individual comments and marking rubric.This is the final
assessment task for attendance purposes.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 4: In-class test

Start date: 

Details:



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

Students are responsible for the submission of assessment tasks by the required dates and times.
Depending of the extent of delay in the submission of an assessment task past the due date and time,
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Work submitted 10 to 19 days after the stipulated deadline will be assessed and feedback
provided but a mark of zero will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for
the lateness and the work is a compulsory course component (hurdle requirement), a student will
be deemed to have met that requirement;
Work submitted 20 or more days after the stipulated deadline will not be accepted for
assessment and will receive no feedback, mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory
component of the course a student will receive an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) grade as a result of
unsatisfactory performance in an essential component of the course.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW.
(http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise)
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Aragoneses, A., ‘Legal Silences and the Memory of
Francoism in Spain’, in Law and Memory: Towards
Legal Governance of History, ed. U. Belavusau &



Zhurzhenko, T., ‘Commemorating the Famine as
Genocide: The Contested Meanings of Holodomor
Memorials in Ukraine’, in S. Buckley-Zistel & S.
Schäfer (eds), Memorials in Times of Transition
(Cambridge: Intersentia, 2014), 221-242

Lecture A union of European memory I
Week 12: 15 October -
21 October

Assessment Research essay due Monday, 15 October, 9pm

 
Tutorial European memory I readings

Calligaro, O., ‘Legitimation Through
Remembrance? The Changing Regimes of
Historicity of European Integration’, Journal of
Contemporary European Studies, vol. 23, no. 3
(2015), 330-334

Bayraktar, S., ‘The Politics of Denial and
Recognition: Turkey, Armenia and the EU’, in A.
Demirdjian (ed.), The Armenian Genocide Legacy
(New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2016), 197-211

Lecture A union of European memory II
Week 13: 22 October -
28 October

Tutorial European memory II readings

Berger, S., ‘History and Forms of Collective identity
in Europe: Why Europe Cannot and Should Not be
Built on History’, in L. Rorato & A. Saunders (eds),
The Essence and the Margin: National Identities
and Collective Memories in Contemporary
European Culture (Amsterdam: Rodopi, 2009),
21-50

Lagrou, P., ‘Europe as a Place for Common
Memories? Some Thoughts on Victimhood, Identity
and Emancipation from the Past’, in M. Blaive, C.
Gerbel & T. Lindenberger (eds), Clashes in
European Memory: The Case of Communist
Repression and the Holocaust (Innsbruck: Studien
Verlag, 2011), 281-288

Assessment In-class test held during lecture time, Friday, 26
October, 11am
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The prescribed weekly readings are listed in the schedule above. They are available electronically
through Leganto/Moodle. A course reading kit containing most of the readings will also be available for

https://unsplash.com/photos/u7wE6BwUisw?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/search/photos/memorial-berlin?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
http://www.tcpdf.org
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