


Course Overview



Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Development Studies

In this course, you will draw upon the knowledge and skills from previous courses to design a
humanitarian or development project. Group work will be based on interdisciplinary collaborations to
arrive at creative evidence-based solutions to development challenges. You will experience working in a
multi-expert team, and learn the basics of project design in development and humanitarian assistance.
You will also have the opportunity to enhance your understanding of a region or country of your choice.
Delivered in a seminar mode with opportunities for independent study, this course is designed to prepare
students for work in the development or humanitarian sector.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Maximise project success by actively cooperating with an interdisciplinary team and leveraging
individual knowledge and skill-sets. 

2. Recognise and apply the fundamentals of evidence-based and context-specific project design.
3. Compare, evaluate and apply different approaches of best-practice in development. 

Teaching Strategies 

Teaching Strategy

The course consists of highly interactive weekly 3-hour seminars, comprising short lecture elements,
group work and whole class discussion. Lecture elements will extend and problematise assigned
reading, present new empirical material, and use video clips to enable students to hear from diverse
voices within the international development community. Group work will include the preparation of case
studies, applied problem-solving, debate preparation, and simulations. The seminars are designed to
supplement and further motivate independent study, and will require close engagement with assigned
readings.

While all seminars will include assessed material, four seminars will explicitly involve formative
assessment. In groups, students will read, discuss and constructively review one another's written
submissions. This will enable peer learning and the development of respectful peer review techniques. In
other seminars, quizzes, policy design simulations, structured debates and guided discussion will
promote the full range of learning outcomes. 

Online resources will be provided throughout the course, enabling it to include the most up-to-date news
and current affairs. 

Teaching Rationale

This course assumes a basic prior knowledge of key issues and concepts in development studies. Upon
its successful completion, students who engage fully with the course (including content, activities and
assessments) will be able to participate in analytical debates on the challenges of contemporary
development policy, and the likely future trends for development policy and practice.
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Assessment

When you submit an assessment at UNSW, you are acknowledging that you have understood and
abided by the University requirements in the preparation of that assessment item, in respect of student



Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Background Research 30% 01/11/2019 05:00 PM 2

Group presentation: Project
Design 

30% 18/11/2019 09:00 AM 1,2,3

Critical analysis of project
design 

40% 09/12/2019 09:00 AM 2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Background Research

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1,500 words

Details: 1,500 research essay.Students will receive written feedback and a numerical grade within two
weeks of submission through the University's Learning Management System (LMS). The feedback
sheet/rubric will be available to students at the start of the course so that they can work towards
specified standards.

Additional details:

This Background Research is the individual student contribution to the group project presented in Week
10. Each group has to agree on a division of labour in terms of what project element the student has to
research and submit to the Course Convener a list with group member names and the corresponsing
areas each student will focus on by Week 4 (e.g., context assessment, needs assessment, stakholder
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Details: 20 minute presentation and a handout. Students will design a development project which will be
pitched in an oral presentation (20 minutes) with a powerpoint and two-page handout.Students will
receive written feedback and a numerical grade after all groups have completed their task, through the
University's Learning Management System (LMS). The feedback sheet/rubric will be available to
students at the start of the course so that they can work towards specified standards.

Additional details:

In this Group Presentation you are asked to make a 20 minute team presentation of the international
development project you designed in response to development challenges identified by Non-
governmental organisations (NGO).  Your oral group presentation will be in the form of 20 minute pitch to
a panel of international development professionals and UNSW academics from a variety of backgrounds
who will provide comments and feed-back to your project design. This is to provide you with as close to a
real-life experience as possible of how it might be to pitch a project to a donor agency.

The feedback should inform your final reflection and enhance your learning.  The Student Project and
Presentation will be marked by the Course Convener on on agreed upon criteria.  The order of
presentations will be decided no later than Week 7 at which time an assessment rubric will also
be available.  You will be marked on the project quality as well as group presentation (which includes the
presentation slides and 2 page project concept).

Please consult Moodle for additional details. 

Submission notes:Oral Presentation, email presentation slides and 2-page project concept to course
convener

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Critical analysis of project design

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2,000-2,500 words

Details: 2000-2500 word Project Evaluation. Students will critically analyse a proposed development
project. They will draw upon relevant literature to write a report that outlines the strengths and
weaknesses of the proposal. This is the final assessment for the course. Students will receive written
feedback and a numerical grade within tw吠㐲⸵ㅬ戀琀 搀愀琀攀㨀
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Please consult Moodle for further information. 

Submission notes:Online submission

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/ARTS3755.html




Resources

Prescribed Resources 

This course has no strict core readings, but provides several guidance docuemnts that can help the
student to complete their work.  There are recommended readings each week (see Moodle). 

1. Gree, D. 2017 How Change Happen; Oxford: Oxford University Press; http://how-change-
happens.com/ [book is free online, but also can be purchased] - It is a useful guide, but also



Online materials and other useful sources

http://www.theguardian.com/global‐development
http://www.ids.ac.uk/
http://betterevaluation.org/
https://www.odi.org/
http://www.sphereproject.org/
http://actlocalfirst.org/blog/
http://www.dlprog.org/research.php
http://www.gsdrc.org/
http://successfulsocieties.princeton.edu/about
http://www.york.ac.uk/media/politics/documents/resourcesyork/teaching/resources/Essay%20Writing%202009.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/media/politics/documents/resourcesyork/teaching/resources/Essay%20Writing%202009.pdf
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/olib.html


Devex Blog: https://www.devex.com/news
Duncan Green’s Oxfam blog, ‘From Poverty to Power’, http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/
Overseas Development Institute (ODI)’s blog: http://www.odi.org/opinion
Agence Française de Dévelopement Blog (in cooperation with ODI); 
http://ideas4development.org/en/
Project Syndicate –http://www.project-syndicate.org – contains numerous op-eds from prominent



I welcome and appreciated your constructive feedback on this course. I've been making adjustments to
this course based on student feedback (both content and assessments) last year and am continuing to
strive to improve student learning and experience.  

I tend to use the last seminar (last hour) for requesting more detailed feedback from students both
verbally and in writing (anonymously), which will be utilized to make further changes to the course
structure and assessments as required.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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