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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Susanne Schmeidl s.schmeidl@unsw.edu.au by appointment 138, MORVEN

BROWN
BUILDING

0478222350

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Development Studies

In this course, you will draw upon the knowledge and skills from previous courses to design a
humanitarian or development project. Group work will be based on interdisciplinary collaborations to
arrive at creative evidence-based solutions to development challenges. You will experience working in a
multi-expert team, and learn the basics of project design in development and humanitarian assistance.
You will also have the opportunity to enhance your understanding of a region or country of your choice.
Delivered in a seminar mode with opportunities for independent study, this course is designed to prepare
students for work in the development or humanitarian sector.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Maximise project success by actively cooperating with an interdisciplinary team and leveraging
individual knowledge and skill-sets. 

2. Recognise and apply the fundamentals of evidence-based and context-specific project design.
3. Compare, evaluate and apply different approaches of best-practice in development. 

Teaching Strategies 

Teaching Strategy

The course consists of highly interactive weekly 3-hour seminars, comprising short lecture elements,
group work and whole class discussion. Lecture elements will extend and problematise assigned
reading, present new empirical material, and use video clips to enable students to hear from diverse
voices within the international development community. Group work will include the preparation of case
studies, applied problem-solving, debate preparation, and simulations. The seminars are designed to
supplement and further motivate independent study, and will require close engagement with assigned
readings.

While all seminars will include assessed material, four seminars will explicitly involve formative
assessment. In groups, students will read, discuss and constructively review one another's written
submissions. This will enable peer learning and the development of respectful peer review techniques. In
other seminars, quizzes, policy design simulations, structured debates and guided discussion will
promote the full range of learning outcomes. 

Online resources will be provided throughout the course, enabling it to include the most up-to-date news
and current affairs. 

Teaching Rationale

This course assumes a basic prior knowledge of key issues and concepts in development studies. Upon
its successful completion, students who engage fully with the course (including content, activities and
assessments) will be able to participate in analytical debates on the challenges of contemporary
development policy, and the likely future trends for development policy and practice.
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Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Background Research 35% 26/06/2020 11:00 PM 2

Individual Research Paper 35% 24/07/2020 11:00 PM 2,3

Group Project Pitch 30% 31/07/2020 05:00 PM 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Background Research

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2,000 words

Details:

2,000 research essay. Students will receive written feedback and a numerical grade within two weeks of
submission through the University's Learning Management System (LMS). The feedback sheet/rubric will
be available to students at the start of the course so that they can work towards specified standards.



Additional details:

Please see Moodle for additional information. 

Submission notes:Online submission

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Group Project Pitch

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: See Moodle for details.

Details:

This will be the final assessment for this course.  Student will have two options

a) Submission of a 20 minute video group presentation of the group project (plus 2 page handout) - this
video is due on the day of the presentation (3 August) - with an outline to be submitted by the official
deadline indicated below. 

b) Submission of proposal following a template (different group members will have to lead on different
sections - linked to their individual research project) - this is due the Friday prior to the last Seminar
where feedback will be provided (see official deadline provided here)

Additional details:

Please consult Moodle for additional details. 

Submission notes:To be emailed to the course convener.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

This course has no strict core readings, but each week provides some highly recommended readings
that student will find helpful for completing their work (see Moodle for details).  Below are some overall
extremely useful books and guides that will help you in this course (additional ones are availalbe on
Moodle). 

1. Green, D. 2017 How Change Happen; Oxford: Oxford University Press; http://how-change-
happens.com/ [book is free online, but also can be purchased] - It is a useful guide, but also
biased toward's Oxfam's word view. I do recommend reading it. 

2. Laws, S., Harper, C., Jones, N. and Marcus, R. 2013. Research for Development: A Practical
Guide, London: SAGE publications.  [Available at the UNSW Bookstore]

3. Thomet, Nieves and Alice Vozza. 2010. Project Design Manual A Step-by-Step Tool to Support
the Development of Cooperatives and Other Forms of Self-Help Organization; Geneva:
ILO/ICT;
http://www.ilo.org/public/english/employment/ent/coop/africa/download/coopafricaprojectdesignm
anual.pdf [For Project Design]

4. Whaites, A., E. Gonzalez, S. Fyson and G. Teskey (eds). 2015. A Governance Practitioner’s
Notebook: Alternative Ideas and Approaches, Paris: OECD; 
http://www.oecd.org/dac/accountable-effective-institutions/Governance%20Notebook.pdf 







Students have an important role to play in the continual improvement of courses. Students will have the
opportunity to offer their suggestions for improving their learning experience at various times throuhout
the Term. An Anytime Anonymous Feedback has been set up in Moodle for unsolicited feedback (which
is welcome). The formal mechanism for feedback is MyExperience completed at the end of each Term:
an important mechanism through which course conveners can understand how students experienced the
course, and what improvements are required in subsequent years.  This cousre has been adapted over
the past couple of years based on student feedback. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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