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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Where does power lie in politics? Whose explanations about how the world works are valued and why?
This course will equip you with some of the skills necessary to begin formulating your own answers to
these questions. You will be introduced to the idea of studying politics, both domestic and international,
as an academic discipline, and to some of the key academic conventions and standards that are
important to the discipline: the idea of evidence-based argument, for example, and the idea of ethical
scholarship. We will also discuss the formation of the modern state system and interrogate the
conceptualisation of the state that informs much contemporary theory and practice in politics at the
national and international level.

A substantial part of this course is devoted to the introduction of the main theoretical traditions that
animate the study of politics and international relations. One of the central messages of the course is
that different theoretical approaches generate different images of the world that build on particular
assumptions. Therefore, while people may think they know what the current problems of politics and
global politics are and how to solve them, one of the aims of this course is to alert you to other ways of
seeing things. This should allow you to make a more confident decision about your own stance towards
particular issues and to analyse these issues more thoroughly, but it should also make you question both
your own and others’ representations of the world.

Course Learning Outcomes

1.





Assessment
All assessment information will be available on Moodle and I will provide video content to further assist
you maximise your potential!

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Assignment 15% 19/03/2021 11:59 PM 1

Essay 

15%

19/03/2021 11:59 PM

1
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

see Moodle

Recommended Resources

See Moodle

Course Evaluation and Development

See Moodle
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://unsplash.com/@b_g
https://unsplash.com/@b_g
http://www.tcpdf.org
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