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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Lana Tatour l.tatour@unsw.edu.au By Appointment 112A Morven

Brown Building

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Tackling the world's greatest challenges such as poverty, inequality, environmental destruction,
urbanisation and climate induced disasters requires an understanding of these issues from diverse
disciplinary perspectives. In this course, you will conduct research for positive change in the often
challenging environment of development. You will learn to how to work in interdisciplinary research
teams to solve complex problems. You will be introduced to methodologies and theories that are relevant
to understanding and working in ‘development contexts’, and with diverse groups of people. Special
attention will be placed on the implications of power in knowledge production practices , the use and
limitations of participatory and action research, as well as research ethics. You will find this course
appealing if you wish to conduct research for development in academia, think tanks, and for
development agencies.

 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Articulate the distinct methods of doing research in development contexts, and appropriate
techniques for knowledge generation 

2. Select and utilise appropriate methodological approaches in development research 
3. Demonstrate an awareness of the principles of ethical research in development 
4. Identify and apply the skills and techniques required for doing research with people from different

socio-economic, disciplinary and professional backgrounds 

Teaching Strategies 

Teaching strategies will emphasize students bringing their prior learning to the classroom, and team
work in the co-construction of knowledge. This replicates research and practice environments in
Development Studies, which is inter-disciplinary, and which explicitly includes multiple voices to produce
actionable knowledge(s). Lectures will be interactive, and will include group work, individual reflection,
and critical reflection on content. Tutorials will be spaces for students to refine their understandings.
There will be an emphasis on team work in the tutorials. 
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Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Personal research
statement 

40% 28/06/2021 05:00 PM 1, 3

Research proposal 60% 12/08/2021 05:00 PM 1, 2, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Personal research statement

Length: 2,000

Details:

Personal reflection outlining the student’s positionality, approach to ethical research practice, and the
principles which will guide their conduct in the ‘field’ (1,500-2,000 words). Written feedback will be
provided within two weeks of submission.

Additional details:

Please consult Moodle for further information. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Research proposal

Length: 3,000-3,500

Details:

 

Individual research proposal (3000-3500 words) that identifies a suitable research question and designs
suitable methods to answer the question including a discussion of  ethical considerations. Written
feedback will be provided within two weeks of submission. This is the final assessment for the purposes
of the attendance policy. 

Additional details:

Please consult Moodle for more information. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Seminar attendance is compulsory for ARTS2754. You must maintain 80% attendance for the term's 
seminars for ARTS2754. This means you can miss two of the seminars. 

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 31 May - 4 June
Week 2: 7 June - 11
June

Blended Course Introduction:  What is Research for
Development and Social Change

Week 3: 15 June - 18
June

Blended Power, Positionality and Reflexivity in Research for
Social Change

Week 4: 21 June - 25
June

Blended Research Ethics

Week 5: 28 June - 2 July Blended Planning your Research Project

 
Week 6: 5 July - 9 July Reading Reading week - Developing your research

question. 

 
Assessment Personal Research Statement (Assessment 1) -

Due on TUESDAY - 30 June 2020 - MIDNIGHT. 
Week 7: 12 July - 16 July Blended Designing your Research Methdology
Week 8: 19 July - 23 July Blended Data Collection Methods

 

 
Week 9: 26 July - 30 July Blended Data Collection Methods

 
Week 10: 2 August - 6
August

Blended Participatory and Action Research
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Pleae see below and consultat Moodle. 

Recommended Resources

Each week I have selected compulsory reading that must be read prior to each tutorial. In addition, there
are a number of good textbooks that can be useful guides for this course, and as a reference for your
future research projects. Many of the weekly readings are from one of these textbooks. Rather than
assign a textbook, I encourage you to have a look through a textbook that suits you as a researcher. 

 

Textbooks 

1. Research and Fieldwork in Development, D. Hammett, C. Twyman and M. Graham, Abingdon:
Routledge (2015). 

2. Doing Development Research, V. Desai and R. Potter, London: SAGE (2006). Available in Main
library: S 338.9009172/2

3. Research for Development: A.〰〰〰〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㘶⸷㘰㘸㔠㐵㜮㠴〵㠷⁔搠嬨3.⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑⸰〰〰〠ㄮ〰〰〰‱⸰〰〰〠牧ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆匰〠眠䕔琹摢 ag⸴㘶‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰䜰〰〠煨映搀潅呴㥤㉴ⰷ刀攀猀散〮〰〰吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰爰㔀散〮‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㘠ㄱ䔰〰‰SAGE (2006). Available in Main3.3.

V. Desai an㍤ . Potter, Loughnㄹ㘸㔭SAGE (2006). Available in Main

3.

http://scholar.google.com/


The listed journals have articles relevant to this course. Students are encouraged to browse these
journals for ideas and current trends in the literature. Antipode, Development and Change, Third World
Quarterly, Journal of Development Studies; Development in Practice; Field Methods; Qualitative Inquiry,
World Development. 

 

There are many online portals that has development research conducted by development agencies,
these include (additional ones will be made availalbe on Moodle): 

https://www.gov.uk/dfid-research-outputs
http://sdg.iisd.org/
http://www.worldbank.org/en/research
http://www.gsdrc.org/
http://www.gdn.int/
https://www.cgdev.org/


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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