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Taking a Crack at a Serious Problem 
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Early age thermal cracking in concrete is a significant and costly engineering problem 
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problem. In solving it they hope to provide greatly enhanced reliability to designers and 
suppliers of cement products. “The damage resulting from early age thermal cracking 
is complex and our lack of understanding can severely impact the acceptance of new 
work. If we’re successful, we could potentially save millions of dollars currently spent 
on restoration and maintenance.” 

Working closely with industry throughout the project is what Dr Akbarnezhad is most 
looking forward to. “This whole project came about after we started listening closely to 
industry. Through a series of meetings we learned about the issues and started 
generating ideas. The chance to see the results of our theoretical and mathematical 
methods applied to a real-life problem is definitely the most exciting part of the project 
for me.” 
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Did you know? 

The Construction Materials and Cement division of Boral has a turnover of $3.2 billion 


