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Instructions and form for taxpayers

Tax file number 
declaration
Information you provide in this declaration will allow your payer to 
work out how much tax to withhold from payments made to you.

This is not a TFN application form.  
To apply for a TFN, go to ato.gov.au/tfn

Terms we use

When we say:
���Q payer, we mean the business or individual 
making payments under the pay as you go 
(PAYG) withholding system

���Q payee, we mean the individual being paid.

Who should complete this form?
You should complete this form before you start to receive 
payments from a new payer – for example:

���Q payments for work and services as an employee, 
company director or office holder

���Q payments under return-to-work schemes, labour hire 
arrangements or other specified payments

���Q benefit and compensation payments
���Q superannuation benefits.

You need to provide all information requested on this form. 
Providing the wrong information may lead to incorrect 
amounts of tax being withheld from payments made to you.

You don’t need to complete this form if you:
���Q are a beneficiary wanting to provide your tax file number 
(TFN) to the trustee of a closely held trust. For more 
information, visit ato.gov.au/trustsandtfnwithholding

���Q are receiving superannuation benefits from a super fund 
and have been taken to have quoted your TFN to the 
trustee of the super fund

���Q want to claim the seniors and pensioners tax offset by 
reducing the amount withheld from payments made 
to you. You should complete a withholding declaration 
form (NAT 3093)

���Q want to claim a zone, overseas forces or invalid and 
invalid carer tax offset by reducing the amount withheld 
from payments made to you. You should complete a 
withholding declaration form (NAT 3093).

For more information about your entitlement,  
visit ato.gov.au/taxoffsets



Section A: To be completed by 
the payee

Question 1  
What is your tax file number (TFN)?
You should give your TFN to your employer only after you start 
work for them. Never give your TFN in a job application or over 
the internet.

We and your payer are authorised by the Taxation 
Administration Act 1953 to request your TFN. It’s not an 
offence not to quote your TFN. However, quoting your 
TFN reduces the risk of administrative errors and having 
extra tax withheld. Your payer is required to withhold the 
top rate of tax from all payments made to you if you do 
not provide your TFN or claim an exemption from quoting 
your TFN.

How do you find your TFN?

You can find your TFN on any of the following:
���Q your income tax notice of assessment
���Q correspondence we send you
���Q a payment summary your payer issues to you.

If you have a tax agent, they may also be able to tell you. 

If you still can’t find your TFN, you can:
���Q phone us on 13 28 61 between 8.00am and 6.00pm, 
Monday to Friday.

If you phone or visit us, we need to know we are talking to 
the correct person before discussing your tax affairs. We will 
ask you for details only you, or your authorised representative, 
would know.

You don’t have a TFN

If you don’t have a TFN and want to provide a TFN to your 
payer, you will need to apply for one.

For more information about applying for a TFN, visit 
ato.gov.au/tfn

You may be able to claim an exemption from quoting 
your TFN.

Print X in the appropriate box if you:
���Q have lodged a TFN application form or made an enquiry to 
obtain your TFN. You now have 28 days to provide your TFN 
to your payer, who must withhold at the standard rate during 
this time. After 28 days, if you haven’t given your TFN to 
your payer, they will withhold the top rate of tax from future 
payments

���Q are claiming an exemption from quoting a TFN because you 
are under 18 years of age and do not earn enough to pay 
tax, or you are an applicant or recipient of certain pensions, 
benefits or allowances from the: 
 – Department of Human Services – however, you will need 
to quote your TFN if you receive a Newstart, Youth or 
sickness allowance, or an Austudy or parenting payment

 – Department of Veterans’ Affairs – a service pension under 
the Veterans’ Entitlement Act 1986 

 – Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Commission.

Providing your TFN to your super fund

Your payer must give your TFN to the super fund they pay your 
contributions to. If your super fund doesn’t have your TFN, you 
can provide it to them separately. This ensures:

���Q your super fund can accept all types of contributions to your 
accounts

���Q additional tax will not be imposed on contributions as a result 
of failing to provide your TFN

���Q you can trace different super accounts in your name.

For more information about providing your TFN to your 
super fund, visit ato.gov.au/supereligibility

Question 2–5
Complete with your personal information.

Question 6 
On what basis are you paid?
Check with your payer if you’re not sure.

Question 7  
Are you an Australian resident for tax 
purposes or a working holiday maker? 
Generally, we consider you to be an Australian resident for tax 
purposes if you:

���Q have always lived in Australia or you have come to Australia 
and now live here permanently

���Q are an overseas student doing a course that takes more than 
six months to complete

���Q migrate to Australia and intend to reside here permanently.

If you go overseas temporarily and don’t set up a permanent 
home in another country, you may continue to be treated as an 
Australian resident for tax purposes.

If you are in Australia on a working holiday visa (subclass 417) 
or a work and holiday visa (subclass 462) you must place an X 
in the working holiday maker box. Special rates of tax apply for 
working holiday makers.

For more information about working holiday makers, visit 
ato.gov.au/whm



Question 8 
Do you want to claim the tax-free threshold 
from this payer?
The tax-free threshold is the amount of income you can earn 
each financial year that is not taxed. By claiming the threshold, 
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5 What is your primary e-mail address?

4 What is your business address?

Suburb/town/locality

State/territory Postcode


Payer information
The following information will help you comply with your pay as 
�\�R�X�}�J�R�����3�$�<�*�����Z�L�W�K�K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���R�E�O�L�J�D�W�L�R�Q�V����

Is your employee entitled to work in Australia?

 It is a criminal offence to knowingly or recklessly allow 
someone to work, or to refer someone for work, where 
�W�K�D�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q���L�V���I�U�R�P���R�Y�H�U�V�H�D�V���D�Q�G�}�L�V���H�L�W�K�H�U���L�Q���$�X�V�W�U�D�O�L�D��
illegally or is working in breach of their visa conditions.

 People or companies convicted of these offences may 
face fines and/or imprisonment. To avoid penalties, ensure 
your prospective employee has a valid visa to work in 
Australia before you employ them. For more information 
and to check a visa holder’s status online, visit the 
Department of Immigration and Border Protection website 
at border.gov.au

Is your payee working under a working holiday  
visa (subclass 417) or a work and holiday visa 
(subclass 462)?
Employers of workers under these two types of visa need  
to register with the ATO, see ato.gov.au/whmreg

For the tax table “working holiday maker” visit our website  
at ato.gov.au/taxtables

Payer obligations
If you withhold amounts from payments, or are likely to withhold 
amounts, the payee may give you this form with section A 
completed. A TFN declaration applies to payments made after the 
declaration is provided to you. The information provided on this form 
is used to determine the amount of tax to be withheld from payments 
based on the PAYG withholding tax tables we publish. If the payee 
�J�L�Y�H�V���\�R�X���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����L�W�}�R�Y�H�U�U�L�G�H�V���D�Q�\���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���G�H�F�O�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V����

Has your payee advised you that they have applied 
for a TFN, or enquired about their existing TFN?
Where the payee indicates at question 1 on this form that they have 
applied for an individual TFN, or enquired about their existing TFN, 
�W�K�H�\�}�K�D�Y�H���������G�D�\�V���W�R���J�L�Y�H���\�R�X���W�K�H�L�U���7�)�1����You must withhold tax for 
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