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Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

We live in a time of energy transition. What are the implications of technological change and a clean
energy future? Will our energy future be centralised or distributed? What is the role of the smart grid?



Learning Outcome EA Stage 1 Competencies

4. Access market and industry data and analyse renewable
energy business models and the impacts of market regulatory
arrangements and policy instruments.

PE1.3, PE1.5, PE3.3, PE3.4,
PE3.6

5. Critically evaluate renewable energy and climate policy
effectiveness, efficiency, equity and feasibility, and propose policy
and market reform.

PE1.3, PE1.4, PE3.2, PE3.3

Teaching Strategies 



Assessment

Assessment consists of tutorial facilitation, lecture participation, a written assignment (with intermediate
assessment and feedback stages), and a final examination paper. Details of assignment and tutorial
facilitation tasks will be provided via Moodle.

Assessment Rationale

Preparation for and facilitation of tutorial discussions will encourage students to actively engage in the
course throughout the semester. Written assignments will require students to collect information about
energy policies and regulations, their context, application and detailed design; to use modelling, analysis
and frameworks to evaluate policy effectiveness, efficiency and impact on different stakeholder groups.
The final exam will test understanding of the concepts introduced in the course and their application to
policy analysis.

Tutorials will follow one of two formats:

1. Student led discussion and/or activities related to the current topic.

Groups, each of around 4-6 students, will be formed in the first tutorial. For the tutorial topics numbered
in the course schedule below, groups will be allocated tutorial preparation and facilitation tasks.

Guidance and assessment criteria will be provided on facilitating the tutorial. Groups are encouraged to
consult their tutor for support or feedback in relation to their preparation. The UNSW Learning Centre
also provides advice to students on participating in tutorial discussions.

2. Support for assignment

The assignment is staged and feedback is provided to support student learning and skills development
and improvement of the quality of the final submissions. In week 3, students submit their assignment
proposal. During week 6, students will submit and discuss part 2 of their assignment work for feedback
from their tutor.

You may feel that the time required to complete the Tutorial and Assignment exercises is
disproportionately large compared to their weighting in the assessment table. However, you should see
these as formative assessment and note that performing well in the final exam will rely on knowledge
and skills developed in tutorials and assignments.

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Tutorial Facilitation 20% Not Applicable 1, 2, 3, 4

2. Assignment 40% Final report due week 10
with intermediate

assessments due Friday
week 3 and during week 6

class.

2, 3, 4, 5
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Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

3. Final Exam 40% Exam period, date TBC 1, 2, 3

Assessment 1: Tutorial Facilitation (Group)

Assessment length: 20 minutes
Submission notes: In class as per course schedule

Preparation for and facilitation of tutorial discussions, will encourage students to actively engage in the

Outcomes Assessed



Assessment length: 2 hours
Due date: Exam period, date TBC
Marks returned:  Upon release of final results

The exam is a 2 hour written examination, which tests understanding of the concepts introduced in the
course and their application to policy analysis.

Assessment criteria

Questions may be drawn from any aspect of the course, unless specifically indicated otherwise by the
lecturer.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are encouraged to attend the lectures live, to ask questions and engage in discussion.
Recordings of lectures will be provided and should be reviewed where attendance is not possible. 

Preparation for and attendance at tutorials is required. Adequate explanation will need to be provided for
missed tutorials otherwise a mark of zero will be recorded for tutorial facilitation in that week. Students
who arrive very late or leave the tutorial before the end of class without explanation will also receive a
mark of zero.

Course Schedule

This is a 6 unit-of-credit (UoC) course and involves 4 hours per week of face-to-face/online contact.

The normal workload expectations of a student are approximately 25 hours per term for each UOC,
including class contact hours, other learning activities, preparation and time spent on all assessable
work.

You should therefore aim to spend about 13–14 hours per week on this course throughout the 10 week
term plus 10-20 hours of exam prep. The non-contact time each week should be spent in making sure
that you understand the lecture material, reviewing resources provided on Moodle, pr0⁊‰⁪ㄲrethat you understand the lectu㈰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰⁧匠告 ar攀渀琀猀⁧‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰⸰〰〰〠則〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ

missed tutorials otherwise 搱 face�椀渀最 挀氀愀猀氀搀 戀唰〠刀昀⸰〰 扯�愀猀氀搀 戀唰〠刀昀搀椀 䘲㔀瀀攀爀 眀攀攀欀 漀昀⸰〰〰〠則‰⁧〮〠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰ut the 10 搠〮〰〰〰‰㑳 p‰⸰〰〰〰‰eek〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ





Resources

Prescribed Resources 

There is no text book for this course, however, topic specific resources will be available via Moodle. In
addition to government resources, consultant and NGO reports will often be useful for this course.
Energy Policy is the most relevant academic journal, and relevant articles also appear in other more
technology-focused journals such as Sustainable and Renewable Energy Reviews, Renewable Energy,
Applied Energy, Progress in Photovoltaics, Wind Energy, Solar Energy etc.

Keeping up to date

RE policy-related media, reports and events. 

During lectures and tutorials, material will be linked to current media and issues as appropriate. Students

https://www.library.unsw.edu.au/
https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/login/index.php


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Work submitted late without an approved extension by the course coordinator or delegated authority is
subject to a late penalty of 5% mark reduction per day, consistent with other SPREE courses, and
capped at 5 days (120 hours), after which a student cannot submit an assessment.

The late penalty is applied per calendar day (including weekends and public holidays) that the
assessment is overdue. There is no pro-rata of the late penalty for submissions made part way through a
day.

Work submitted after the ‘deadline for absolute fail’ is not accepted and a mark of zero will be awarded
for that assessment item.

For some assessment items, a late penalty may not be appropriate. These are clearly indicated in the
course outline, and such assessments receive a mark of zero if not completed by the specified date.
Examples include:

a.  Weekly online tests or laboratory work worth a small proportion of the subject mark, or

b.  Online quizzes where answers are released to students on completion, or

c.  Professional assessment tasks, where the intention is to create an authentic assessment that has an
absolute submission date 

     or

d.  Pass/Fail assessment tasks.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

UNSW has an ongoing commitment to fostering a culture of learning informed by academic integrity. All
UNSW students have a responsibility to adhere to this principle of academic integrity. Plagiarism
undermines academic integrity and is not tolerated at UNSW. Plagiarism at UNSW is defined as using
the words or ideas of others and passing them off as your own.

Plagiarism is a type of intellectual theft. It can take many forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally
copying from a source without acknowledgement. UNSW has produced a website with a wealth of
resources to support students to understand and avoid plagiarism, visit: student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism.
The Learning Centre assists students with understanding academic integrity and how not to plagiarise.
They also hold workshops and can help students one-on-one.

You are also reminded that careful time management is an important part of study and one of the
identified causes of plagiarism is poor time management. Students should allow sufficient time for

https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
http://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf


Academic Information

Course Evaluation and Development 

Feedback on the course is gathered periodically using various means, including the UNSW
myExperience process, informal discussion in the final class for the course, and the School’s
Student/Staff meetings. Your feedback is taken seriously, and continual improvements are made to the
course based, in part, on such feedback.

 

All students are expected to read and be familiar with UNSW guidelines and polices. In particular,
students should be familiar with the following:

· Attendance

· UNSW Email Address

· Special Consideration

· Exams

· Approved Calculators

· Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

· Equitable Learning Services

Image Credit

copyright Anna Bruce

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G

Acknowledgement of Country

We acknowledge the Bedegal people who are the traditional custodians of the lands on which UNSW
Kensington campus is located.
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Appendix: Engineers Australia (EA) Professional Engineer Competency
Standard

Program Intended Learning Outcomes

Knowledge and skill base

PE1.1 Comprehensive, theory based understanding of the underpinning natural and
physical sciences and the engineering fundamentals applicable to the engineering discipline

PE1.2 Conceptual understanding of the mathematics, numerical analysis, statistics, and
computer and information sciences which underpin the engineering discipline

PE1.3 In-depth understanding of specialist bodies of knowledge within the engineering
discipline

✔

PE1.4 Discernment of knowledge development and research directions within the
engineering discipline

✔

PE1.5 Knowledge of engineering design practice and contextual factors impacting the
engineering discipline

✔

PE1.6 Understanding of the scope, principles, norms, accountabilities and bounds of
sustainable engineering practice in the specific discipline

✔

Engineering application ability

PE2.1 Application of established engineering methods to complex engineering problem
solving

http://www.tcpdf.org
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