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Background
The UNSW Research Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity (CPHCE) was recognised as a UNSW research 
centre in 2005. It includes the Centre for Health Equity Training, Research and Evaluation (CHETRE) and 
researchers in the General Practice Unit at Fairfield Hospital. The Centre was reviewed by the University in 2008 
and accredited for a further three years.

The Centre undertakes research that strengthens primary health care and addresses health inequalities and the 
social determinants of health. This involves three broad streams of work:

�� prevention and management of chronic diseases;

�� primary health care system development;

�� understanding and intervening to reduce health inequalities. 

As well as conducting research, we build research capacity, within these streams of work and through the 
Research Capacity Building Program which is funded by the Department of Health and Ageing. 

We work at national, state and local levels. This enables us to address large system issues while at the same time 
reviewing their impact at a community level. This range of activity has enabled us to contribute to the development 
of national health reforms at system, service and practitioner levels. 

The Executive Director is Mark Harris, who leads the management team of Directors. In 2009 this comprised 
Gawaine Powell Davies (CEO), Elizabeth Harris, Lynn Kemp, Nicholas Zwar, and Teng Liaw. At December 2009 
we had 51 staff (36.5 full time equivalents).

The Management Board (chaired by Professor Terry Campbell) oversees the work of the Centre on behalf of the 
University. The Advisory Committee (chaired by Emeritus Professor Ian Webster) provides advice on strategic 
directions and opportunities for strengthening the research program. Within the Faculty of Medicine the Centre 
is closely affiliated with the School of Public Health and Community Medicine, with the Head of School sitting on 
both the Management board and the Advisory Committee.
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Mark Harris

Message from the Executive Director
2009 was a year of achievement and consolidation for the Centre. We completed several 
major research studies. These included completing the Teamwork study, a randomised 
controlled trial evaluating an enhanced role for non-GP practice staff in chronic disease 
management, and the Team-Link Study, a quasi experimental study evaluating an 
intervention to enhance multi-disciplinary team working between general practice allied 
health providers. Since completing the data collection we have been busy analysing and 
publishing from these major studies. We also commenced and completed several other 
studies including two systematic reviews of the literature for the Australian Primary Health 
Care Research Institute – on health literacy for behavioural risk factor change and access 
to primary health care. 

Gudaga entered its second phase following up the Aboriginal infant cohort to school 
entry while continuing to report on findings up until the first 12 months of life. The Miller Early Childhood Home 
Visiting Trial (MECSH) reported its findings at 2 years and these have been actively taken up by NSW Health 
in establishing four more pilot sites funded through the “Keeping them Safe” program. The groundwork for the 
successful NHMRC grant “Bulundidi Gudaga” was undertaken, with Sydney South West Area Health Service 
appointing a manager to oversee the smooth implementation of the project within the Health Service.

We continued to receive competitive research funding, including $1.59 million in National Health and Medical 
Research Council (NHMRC), Australian Research Council (ARC) and other Category 1 funding sources for new 
projects and extensions to existing projects. We also received funding from NSW Health of $489,838 under its 
Capacity Building Infrastructure Grant program and Research Capacity Building funding of $260,000 from the 
Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing through the Primary Health Care Research Evaluation 
Development Strategy. We published 44 papers in peer reviewed journals, 5 chapters and a book, and our large 
group of research students is progressing well, with three submitting their PhD theses and several others close 
to submission. We have also continued to supervise medical students undertaking Honours or Independent 
Learning Projects (ILP) with the Centre.

Our research has had a significant impact on government policy at state and national levels. In addition to 
discussion papers commissioned by the Health and Hospitals Reform Commission and Preventative Task Force, 
our work was cited in the draft Primary Health Care Strategy released by the Commonwealth in July 2009 and in 
initiatives announced as part of the government’s reform package at the end of the year. We have contributed to 
this debate through academic publications and presentations, as well as a strategy to engage the media in our 
research findings.

Our research is highly relevant to primary health care practice, including providing evidence and tools for best 
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collaborators including Anne Rogers from Manchester and Sally Wyke from Stirling. Nicholas Zwar had study 
leave at the University of California San Francisco. We have developed our collaborations with CDC in the US in 
relation to both Health Impact Assessment and chronic disease prevention. 

We conducted successful workshops with visiting fellows, including Professors Jacques Lemelin and Richard 
Hobbs, and with Julie Will from CDC who discussed her work on chronic disease prevention in disadvantaged 
communities in Sydney, Melbourne and Canberra. We were also visited by delegations from the Chinese China 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Beijing, and the Ministry of Health Division of Rural Health Management 
and the Seoul National University Hospital and Korean National Insurance Corporation, and Professor Sarah 
Cowley from Kings College London and her colleague Liz Plastow (SW Essex Primary Care Trust). 

Looking Forward 

In 2010 and beyond we will build upon our achievements by:
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Research

2009 Fellowships and Scholarships

Fellowship Recipient

Australian Department of Health and Ageing PHCRED Research 
Fellowship – Prevention and management of chronic disease in primary 
health care

Mark Harris

Australian Department of Health and Ageing PHCRED Mid Career 
Research Fellowship – Development of a comprehensive and integrated 
early childhood system

Lynn Kemp

Scholarship Recipient

National Health and Medical Research Council PhD Scholarship Ben Harris-Roxas

National Health and Medical Research Council PhD Scholarship Rachel Laws

National Health and Medical Research Council PhD Scholarship Julie McDonald

2009 Research projects and 
programs

The Centre’s research is organised into three 
streams: prevention and management of chronic 
disease, primary health care system development’ 
and understanding and intervening to reduce health 
inequalities, each with a number of sub-programs. 
We also have a research capacity building program, 
the UNSW Primary Health Care Research Capacity 
Building Initiative, which is funded by the Australian 
Government as a part of the National Primary 
Health Care Research, Evaluation and Development 
Strategy.

This section gives brief descriptions of research 
projects current during 2009. Projects completed 
during the year are marked with an asterisk (*). For 
each project, details are given of the full research 
team, including both investigators and research staff, 
and affiliations are given for those who are not part of 
CPHCE. The chief investigator named first (in bold) 
followed by the project coordinator (underlined). 
Other members of the research team are listed in 
alphabetical order. Sources of external funding are 
given in brackets after the project name.

Prevention and Management of 
Chronic Disease

The prevention and management of chronic disease 
in primary health care has taken centre stage in the 
current health reforms, underlying the importance and 
relevance of this stream of work within the Centre. Our 
work has included knowledge synthesis, descriptive 
studies and intervention studies evaluating elements of 
the Chronic Care Model, especially self management, 
teamwork, decision support and shared decision 
making between patients and providers.

Within this stream, there are three main programs of 
work:

�� improving quality of care for chronic disease;

�� teamwork in chronic disease management;

�� prevention of chronic disease.

Improving quality of care for chronic 
disease

This program arose from a large number of projects 
conducted since 1999, including the Divisions 
Diabetes and Cardio-vascular Disease Quality 
Improvement Project (DDCQIP) and studies of care 
planning, asthma, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease (COPD) and cardiovascular disease. 
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A cluster randomised control trial of nurse 
and general practitioner partnership for care 
of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 
(NHMRC)

Research Team: Nicholas Zwar, Oshana Hermiz, Elizabeth 
Comino, Iqbal Hasan, Guy Marks (Liverpool Hospital), Sandy 
Middleton (Australian Catholic University), Sanjyot Vagholkar, 
Stephen Wilson (St Vincent’s Hospital).

This randomised control trial is evaluating the impact 
of a partnership between practice nurses and GPs on 
the quality of care and health outcomes for patients 
with COPD. 55 GPs from 44 practices within four 
Divisions of General Practice in South West Sydney 
are participating in the study, which involves following 
up the care and outcomes for their patients with 
COPD over a 12 month period. Final data collection 
at 12 months has been completed and data analysis 
has commenced. The protocol has been published 
a number of presentations made a key conferences.

DESPATCH: Delivering stroke prevention for atrial 
fibrillation: assisting evidence-based choice in 
primary care (NHMRC)

Research Team: Melina Gattellari (School of Public Health and 
Community Medicine, UNSW), Jeremy Grimshaw (University of 
Ottawa), Dominic Leung (Liverpool Hospital), Obi Ukoumunne 
(Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne), John Worthington 
(Liverpool Hospital), Nicholas Zwar.

Non Valvular Atrial Fibrillation is a common heart 
condition associated with a major risk of stroke. This 
study seeks to optimize the management of NVAF in 
general practice. Using a cluster randomized design, 
DESPATCH tests an intervention involving decisions 
support tools, peer educators and specialist telephone 
support. General Practitioners and their patients in 
South West Sydney are participating in this project.

Randomized controlled trial of Moving On: a 
self management program for persons with a 
chronic illness (Arthritis NSW and the National 
Prescribing Service)

Research Team: Anna Williams, Diana Aspinall (Arthritis NSW), 
Leah Bloomfield (School of Public Health and Community 
Medicine), Darren Carr (Hawkesbury Hills Division of General 
Practice), Karen Filocamo (Arthritis NSW), Mark Harris, Nicholas 
Manolios (Sydney West Area Health Service).

Moving On is a self management program developed 
by Arthritis NSW. The aim of the research is to evaluate 
its impact on participants’ knowledge and skills for self 
management, attainment of selected goals, behaviour 
change and perceived improvements in health status. 
After a pilot study, the trial has commenced and is 
being conducted in Western and Northern Sydney. It 
aims to recruit 300 participants who are randomised 
to attend the Moving On program or a control physical 
activity program. The trial recruitment will continue to 
mid 2010.

Supporting treatment decisions to optimize the 
prevention of stroke in atrial fibrillation: the Stop-
Stroke in AF trial. (MBF Foundation Limited, Heart 
Foundation of Australia)

Research Team: Melina Gattellari (School of Public Health and 
Community Medicine, UNSW), James Van Gelder (Liverpool 
Hospital), Dominic Leung (Liverpool Hospital),Glen Salkeld 
(University of Sydney), John Worthington (Liverpool Hospital), 
Nicholas Zwar.

Stop-Stroke is a randomised evaluation of novel 
education and support strategies to improve the 
management of Non Valvular Atrial Fibrillation in 
general practice. GPs will be randomly assigned 
to receive either the Stop-Stroke intervention or 
clinical practice guidelines. The outcome measure is 
appropriate use of antithrombotic and anticoagulant 
medications.

*Systematic Review of Effective Determinants for 
Supporting Lifestyle Health Literacy in Primary 
Health Care (APHCRI) 

Research Team: Mark Harris, Anna Williams, Elizabeth Denney-
Wilson, Sarah Dennis, Anthony Newall (School of Public Health 
and Community Medicine, UNSW), Tim Shortus, Jane Taggart, 
Nicholas Zwar. 

This was a systematic review of the literature on 
effective interventions and drivers for health literacy 
in relation to the SNAP risk factors in primary health 
care, and the implications for practice and policy. 
It reported on the efficacy of specific interventions 
designed to improve health literacy in this area 
along with their impact in disadvantaged groups and 
facilitators barriers to their uptake. The report was 
been completed and publications are currently being 
prepared.

*Systematic Review of Linkages between Chronic 
Disease Self Management Programs and Primary 
Health Care 

Research Team: Mark Harris, Anna Williams, Sarah Dennis. 

This systematic review identified the type of strategies 
reported in published studies to link chronic disease 
self management programs with primary health care. 
It reported on the extent of their use and what is 
known about their effectiveness, and implications for 
policy and practice. The report was been completed 
and publications are currently being prepared.
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A pilot study in Managing Anxiety and Stress 
in Cross-Cultural Encounters among Chinese-
Australians (beyondblue community grant in 
collaboration with Chinese Australian Services 
Society)
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Quality Improvement in general 
practice

PhD Student: Barbara Booth, Supervisors:
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Health Improvement and Prevention Study 
(HIPS) - Vascular Prevention in General Practice 
(NHMRC)

Research Team: Mark Harris, Mahnaz Fanaian, Cheryl Amoroso, 
Gaynor Heading (NSW Cancer Institute), Upali Jayasinghe, 
Rachel Laws, David Lyle (Broken Hill UDRH, Sydney University), 
Suzanne McKenzie, Megan Passey (Northern Rivers UDRH, 
Sydney University), Gawaine Powell Davies, Heike Schütze, Chris 
Tzarimas (Lifestyle Clinic, Faculty of Medicine, UNSW), Qing 
Wan, Nicholas Zwar. 

This randomised control trial in 30 urban and rural 
practices in 5 Divisions of General Practice aims to 
evaluate the impact on change in behavioural and 
physiological risk factors of a general practice based 
intervention for patients at a high risk for vascular 
disease. The intervention was conducted as part of a 
recall for a health check in general practice, with high 
risk patients being referred to a intensive physical 
activity and nutrition program. 784 patients were 
recruited to the study. 12 month follow up of patients 
is due to be completed in early 2010.

The feasibility and impact of cardiovascular 
absolute risk assessment in general practice 
(NHMRC GP Clinical Project Grant)

Research Team: Mark Harris, Elizabeth Denney-Wilson, Terry 
Campbell (Faculty of Medicine, UNSW), Iqbal Hassan, Suzanne 
McKenzie, Anushka Patel (George Institute), Heike Schütze, 
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Mental health and prevention of cardiovascular 
disease in general practice- impacts and 
interactions. 

PhD Student: Suzanne McKenzie. Supervisors: Mark Harris and 
Gavin Andrews (St Vincent’s Hospital).

This study is being undertaken in association with 
the HIPS study. It aims to explore the relationship 
between psychological distress and other risk factors 
for cardiovascular disease in general practice in both 
rural and urban settings in NSW, to determine whether 
patients’ level of psychological distress modifies the 
impact of an intervention in general practice to assist 
patients to modify their risk factors for cardiovascular 
disease, and to determine whether an intervention 
aiming to reduce cardiovascular risk in a general 
practice patient population also has an impact on the 
patients’ mental health.

The efficacy of lifestyle intervention within rural 
general practice on patient behavioural risk 
factors (understanding the factors that influence 
lifestyle behaviour change in rural remote general 
practice). Masters by Research (PT) 2007-2010

Masters by Research Student: John Kurko. Supervisors: Mark 
Harris and Gawaine Powell Davies.

This study aims to determine the impact of the 45 plus 
health check on lifestyle risk factors, and describe 
the socio-cultural factors that inhibit or enable patient 
behaviour change in rural remote general practice. 

Primary Health Care System 
Development

The Centre has been researching primary health care 
and how it can be strengthened for many years. The 
current national health reform initiatives may provide 
opportunities to put some of the lessons from previous 
research into practice, and to tackle issues that have 
previously been seen as too difficult to address in the 
Australian health care system.

There are two programs within this stream:

��
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being used to develop an evaluation framework 
and practical approaches to making evaluation and 
reflective practice a more integral part of their work. 

Evaluation of the Australian Better Health 
Initiative Primary Care Integration Program

Research team: Gawaine Powell Davies, Bettina Christl, Julie 
McDonald (GPNSW).

This program is a three year Commonwealth 
Government funded program to improve integration 
between Divisions of General Practice and other 
health services, particularly for chronic disease care. 
The evaluation is exploring what the experience of the 
program shows about the current state of integration 
and options for integration in the future.

Integrated Primary Health Care Centres and 
Polyclinics: a systematic review (APHCRI)

Research team: Gawaine Powell Davies, Yordanka Krastev, 
Bettina Christl, Nighat Faruqi, Yun Hee Jeon (Australian Primary 
Health Care Research Institute), Julie McDonald. 

This study was commissioned by the Australian 
Primary Health Care Research Institute to inform 
national policy development for integrated primary 
health care. It identified found two main types of 
centres, extended general practice and broader 
primary health care centres, and described evidence 
for the effectiveness of each. A report has been 
published and publications are being prepared.

Information-enhanced integrated care research in 
SW Sydney (Sydney SW Integration Program) 

Research Team: Siaw-teng Liaw, Jane Taggart, Sarah Dennis, 
Della Maneze, Tom Chen, Bin Jalaludin, Sanjyot Vagholkar, 
Jeremy Bunker, Nicholas Zwar.

This study involves a survey of general practices in 
Fairfield/Liverpool about their personal, professional 
and organizational readiness for integrated care 
and correlating that with Emergency Department 
attendances by their patients. This is complemented 
by a qualitative study of a cohort of patients with type 
2 diabetes who presented to the Fairfield Emergency 
Department to investigate patients’ understanding of 
integrated care, and how it is played out from patient 
and clinician perspectives. Integrating patients’ 
and their clinicians’ perceptions may improve our 
understanding of what is relevant and effective 
integrated health care. Interviews and surveys were 
used.

Do patient attitudes contribute to frequent 
readmissions?

PhD Student: Sue Kirby Supervisors: Sarah Dennis and Mark 
Harris.

This mixed methods study involves statistical analysis 
of emergency department data to determine what 
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Understanding and Intervening to 
Reduce Health Inequalities

Equity is a basic value of the Australian and NSW 
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Training and Research HUB (SSWAHS, Liverpool 
City Council, Housing NSW)

Research Team: Elizabeth Harris, Vanessa Rose
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The 2009 UNSW RCBI team included:

Nicholas Zwar	 Program Director

Melanie Marshall	 Program Coordinator 

	 Support in South East Sydney/ 
Illawarra and Shoalhaven regions

Suzan Mehmet	 PHReNet Administrator

Sarah Dennis	 Senior Research Fellow, South 
West Sydney

Pippa Burns	 Support in Illawarra and 
Shoalhaven region ((maternity 
leave February-September 2009, 
resigned in December 2009 to 
undertake PhD)

The Practice Based Research Network, PHReNet-
GP, was launched at the end of 2007 as a subdivision 
of PHReNeT. In 2009 it increased its membership to 
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Name and Degree Project Title

Ms Sue Kirby (PhD candidate and former 
RDP)

Do Patient attitudes contribute to frequent readmissions?

Dr Joel Rhee, (former Academic GP 
registrar, now PhD candidate)

Study of advanced care planning in the primary care context

Ms Shona Dutton (RDP Masters student) Exercise Referral Scheme

Dr Della Maneze (RDP) Integrated diabetes care

Mr John Widdup (RDP)
Utilisation rates of early childhood services by Aboriginal infants within 
an urban population

Mr.Iqbal Hasan
Evaluation of Sydney South West Indigenous Community Health 



24  UNSW Research Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity

Teaching 
Our teaching within the Faculty of Medicine, elsewhere in UNSW and for other universities and organizations 
allows us to share current research with students and enables staff to develop and maintain their teaching 
experience. Below is a summary of teaching by Centre staff in 20091.

Undergraduate Medicine at UNSW

Subject Lecturer(s)

Society and Health A & B
Elizabeth Denney-Wilson (facilitator and guest lecturer) Elizabeth Harris (lecturer), Mark 
Harris, Ben Harris-Roxas (guest lecturers). 

Society and Health III
Jeremy Bunker, Sanjyot Vagholkar (tutors, lecturers), Siaw-teng Liaw. Mark Harris, 
Elizabeth Harris, Gawaine Powell Davies (guest lecturers), Elizabeth Denney-Wilson 
(clinical tutorials), Shane Pascoe.

Health Maintenance B Elizabeth Denney-Wilson(facilitator and guest lecturer).

Phase One Clinical 
Teaching

Jeremy Bunker, Sanjyot Vagholkar (tutors). 

Foundation Course Elizabeth Harris (lecturer). 

General Practice (5th Year)
Jeremy Bunker, Tim Shortus, Sanjyot Vagholkar Barbara Booth (tutors, examiners), 
Siaw-teng Liaw.

Independent Learning 
Project – student 
placement

Elizabeth Denney-Wilson, Sarah Dennis, Mahnaz Fanaian, Mark Harris, Julie McDonald 
(supervisors).

Postgraduate Medicine at UNSW

Master of Public Health P
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Name Degree Thesis Title Supervisors
Expected 
Completion

John

Eastwood

PhD 
(UNSW)

Perinatal and infant social 
epidemiology: A study of the 
economic, social, physical and 
political context of perinatal 
depression in South West Sydney

Lynn Kemp (co-supervisor) 2011

Jill 

Guthrie

PhD 
(UNSW)

Parents’ experience of 
Lynn Kemp (co-super
6.>43.786 -LrTld9y<TOital5ey
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Undergraduate Students
CPHCE staff members also supervised a number of undergraduate research projects in 2009. These included 
seven UNSW medical students undertaking Independent Learning Projects (ILPs).

Name
Degree and 
project type

Project Title Supervisors
Expected 
Completion

Emily Deck MB, BS (ILP)
Collaboration between general 
practice and allied health in rural 
communities

Julie McDonald,

Mark Harris
March 2009

Victoria Edwards MB, BS (ILP)
Involvement of students in 
preventive health programs

Mark Harris,

Sally Nathan
March 2009

Laksmi 
Govindasamy

MB, BS (ILP)

Evaluation of a strength-based 
community exercise program 
with Sudanese refugee women in 
southwest Sydney

Vanessa Rose, 
Elizabeth Harris

May 2010

Andrew Ham MB, BS (ILP)
Implementing cardiovascular risk 
assessment in General Practice: 
GP views

Mark Harris,

Elizabeth Denney-
Wilson

December 
2009

Pooja Kadam MB, BS (ILP)
A scoping study for student 
involvement in HealthOne sites

Gawaine Powell 
Davies,

Mark Harris 

March 2009

Jennifer Lim MB, BS (ILP)
Exercise programs in general 
practice

Nicholas Zwar, 
Sanjot Vagholkar

March 2009

Merryn McKeon MB, BS (ILP)
Evaluation of the Aboriginal Miller 
Chronic Care Program

Vanessa Rose, 
Elizabeth Harris

May 2010
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Partners and Affiliates
In our research we collaborate with individuals and 
organisations in areas of policy development, health 
service management and clinical practice. Some of 
our main partners are listed below.

UNSW

�� School of Public Health and Community Medicine

�� Centre for Clinical Governance

�� Centre for Health Informatics

�� Faculty of Medicine Lifestyle Clinic

�� Faculty of the Built Environment

�� Social Policy Research Centre

Health departments

�� Australian Government Department of Health and 
Ageing

�� NSW Health

Area health services

�� Greater Southern Area Health Service

�� Hunter New England Area Health Service

�� Northern Sydney Central Coast Area Health 
Service

�� Sydney South West Area Health Service

�� South Eastern Sydney and Illawarra Area Health 
Service

�� Sydney West Area Health Service

Other government departments

�� NSW Department of Community Services

�� NSW Department of Housing

Local government

�� Liverpool Council

�� Western Sydney Regional Organisation of 
Councils

Australian Universities

�� Australian Primary Health Care Research Institute, 
Australian National University

�� Bond University

�� Broken Hill University Department of Rural Health, 
University of Sydney

�� Charles Sturt University

�� Flinders University

�� Macquarie University

�� Monash University

�� University of Melbourne

�� University of Newcastle

�� Northern Rivers University Department of Rural 
Health, University of Sydney

�� South Australian Community Health Research 
Unit, Flinders University

�� University of Adelaide

�� University of Technology Sydney

�� University of Western Sydney

�� University of Wollongong

�� Monash University

�� University of Otago

�� Curtin University

�� School of Medicine, James Cook University

�� Royal Rehabilitation Centre, University of Sydney

Divisions of General Practice 
Network

National

�� Australian General Practice Network

NSW

�� GP New South Wales

�� Bankstown Division of General Practice

�� Central Coast Division of General Practice

�� Central Sydney GP Network

�� Eastern Sydney Division of General Practice

�� GP Network Northside (formerly Hornsby Ku-ring-
ai Ryde Division)

�� Hawkesbury Hills Division of General Practice



Annual Report  29

�� Hunter Rural Division of General Practice

�� Illawarra Division of General Practice

�� Murrumbidgee\North Western Slopes Division of 
General Practice

�� South Eastern NSW Division of General Practice

�� Riverina Division of General Practice & Primary 
Health Ltd.

�� South Eastern Sydney Division of General 
Practice

�� Southern Highlands Division of General Practice

�� St George Division of General Practice

�� Sutherland Division of General Practice

�� Northern Rivers General Practice Network

�� Dubbo Plains Division of General Practice

�� Macarthur Division of General Practice

�� NSW Outback Division of General Practice

�� New England Division of General Practice

�� North West Slopes Division of General Practice

�� Wentwest Ltd

Victoria

�� Central Bayside Division of General Practice

�� Dandenong Division of General Practice

�� General Practice Divisions of Victoria

�� Eastern Ranges Division of General Practice 

�� Knox Division of General Practice

�� Melbourne Division of General Practice

�� Western Melbourne Division of General Practice

South Australia

�� Adelaide Hills Division of General Practice

Western Australia

�� GP Coastal Division

Queensland

�� South East Alliance General Practice

Northern Territory

�� Top-End Division of General Practice

General Practice Training 
Organisations

�� GP Synergy

�� Institute for General Practice Education Inc 
(IGPE)

�� WentWest Ltd

Non government organisations

�� Arthritis NSW

�� Australian Indigenous Doctors’ Association

�� BeyondBlue

�� Chinese Australian Services Society

�� Liverpool Migrant Resource Centre

�� MBF Foundation

�� National Heart Foundation of Australia

�� National Prescribing Service

�� Royal Australian College of General Practitioners

�� Tharawal Aboriginal Corporation

�� Chronic Illness Alliance

�� Practice Nurse’s Association

International

�� International Union for Health Promotion and 
Education

�� National Primary Care Research and 
Development Centre, University of Manchester, 
UK

�� Health Services Management Centre, University 
of Birmingham, UK.

�� Health Services Research Centre, Victoria 
University of Wellington, New Zealand

�� Thai Healthy Public Policy Foundation, Bangkok 

�� Thai Health System Research Institute, Bangkok 

�� Department of Family Medicine, University of 
Ottawa

�� University of Western Ontario

�� CDC Atlanta 

�� CDC Chronic Disease Prevention

�� WHO Europe (Venice Office)

�� Thai Healthy Public Policy Foundation

�� US CDC

�� China-Australia Health and HIV/AIDS Facility 
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Staff Membership of External Committees

Committee Name

Australian Association for Academic Primary Care Executive Committee Sarah Dennis

Co-chair, Australian Child and Adolescent Obesity Research Network Elizabeth Denney-Wilson

Aust Health Informatics Education Council Siaw-teng Liaw

BMC Family Practice (Associate Editor) Mark Harris

Cancer Institute NSW Oncology General Practice Committee Gawaine Powell Davies

Coalition of Research into Aboriginal Heath Elizabeth Harris

Community Health Information Strategy Committee Rachel Laws

Content Review Committee Medical Journal of Australia Mark Harris

Diabetes Australian NHMRC Diabetes Guideline Advisory Group Mark Harris

eHealth Informatics Journal Editorial Board Siaw-teng Liaw

Editorial Board, Australian Family Physician Nicholas Zwar

Environmental Impact Assessment Review (Journal) Editorial Board Ben Harris-Roxas

Expert Review Group on PHC Strategy Mark Harris

Heart Foundation Prevention in Practice Advisory Group
Gawaine Powell Davies

Rachel Laws

Health Informatics Conference Scientific Committee Siaw-teng Liaw

Heart Foundation Warning Signs NSW Reference Group Sanjyot Vagholkar

Inghams Health Research Institute Scientific Advisory Committee
Lynn Kemp, Siaw-teng 
Liaw

International Union for Health Promotion and Education (IUHPE) Global Working Group 
in Health Impact Assessment.

Marilyn Wise

Institute of General Practice Education Inc. Management board
Nicholas Zwar (to Feb 
2009); Siaw-teng Liaw 
(from Feb 2009)

International: American Medical Informatics Association International Affairs 
Subcommittee

Siaw-teng Liaw

International Association for Impact Assessment Publications Committee Ben Harris-Roxas

International Journal of Family Medicine Editorial Board Siaw-teng Liaw

National Diabetes Data Working Group Mark Harris

NHMRC Human Genetics Advisory Committee Siaw-teng Liaw

National Heart Foundation Clinical Issues Committee Mark Harris

National Heart Stroke and Vascular Absolute Risk Group Mark Harris

NSW Health Aboriginal and Population Health Priority Task Force Marilyn Wise

NSW Health Acute Care Taskforce Siaw-teng Liaw

NSW Health Chronic, Aged and Community Health Priority Task Force Mark Harris, 

NSW Health Chronic, Aged and Complex Care Committee Siaw-teng Liaw

NSW Health Healthy Older People Advisory Committee Gawaine Powell Davies

NSW Health Sustained Health Home Visiting Advisory Group Lynn Kemp

NSW Refugee Health Service Liaison Committee Sanjyot Vagholkar

NSW Transcultural Mental Health Centre Chinese Subcommittee Bibiana Chan

Office for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health (OATSIH) Health@Home-plus 
National Reference Group

Lynn Kemp

Perinatal Health Leadership Group Lynn Kemp

Pharmaceutical Alliance Diabetes Clinical Advisory Group Gawaine Powell Davies

Pharmaceutical Health and Rational use of Medicines (PHARM) Committee Nicholas Zwar
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Publications

Books

1.	 Harris, M, Bennet , J, Del Mar, C, Fasher, M, 
Forman, L, Johnson, C, Furler, J, Joyner, B, Litt, J, 
Mazza, D, Smith, J, Tomlins, R, Bailey, L, London, 
J, Snowdon, T, 2009. Guidelines for preventive 
activities in general practice 7th Edition. Royal 
Australian College of General Practitioners. 2009.

Chapters

1.	 Denney-Wilson, E, Baur, L, LA 2009. Chapter 
10: Adolescent obesity as a major public 
health concern. In: Bennett, Towns, Elliot & 
Merrick (eds) Challenges in adolescent health: 
an Australian perspective.

2.	 Glasgow, N, Zwar, NA, Harris, MF, Hasan, I, 
& et al, 2009, Australia, Managing chronic 
conditions: Experience in eight countries (94, 
1st, pp. 131-160). World Health Organization, 
European Union.

3.	 Liaw, ST, 2009. Prescribing patterns in 
Australia: determinants and implications for 
the Asia Pacific, pp 281-310 in K. Eggleston (Ed). 
Prescribing Cultures and Pharmaceutical Policy 
in the Asia-Pacific. Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-
Pacific Research Center, Stanford University, 
Brookings Press.

4.	 Powell Davies, PG, Dennis, S, Walker, C, 2009. 
Self-management with others: the role of 
partnerships in supporting self-management 
for people with long-term conditions. In: 
Glasby J and Dickinson H, editors. International 
perspectives on health and social care: 
partnership working in action. Wiley-Blackwell 
UK, London 2009.

5.	 Nutbeam, D, Wise, M, 2009. Structures and 
strategies for public health intervention. In: 
Detels R, Beaglehole R, Lansang MA, Gulliford 
M, editors. Oxford Textbook of Public Health. 
Volume 3: The Practice of Public Health. 5th ed. 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009:1653-67.

Journal Articles

1.	 Amoroso, C, Harris, MF, Ampt, AJ, Laws, RA, 
et al, 2009, The 45 year old health check: 
Feasibility and impact on practices and 
patient behaviour, Australian Family Physician, 
38, pp. 358-362.

2.	 Ampt, AJ, Amoroso, C, Harris, MF, Mckenzie, 
SH, et al, 2009, Attitudes, norms and controls 
influencing lifestyle risk factor management 
in general practice, BMC Family Practice, 10, 
pp. online - 220.

3.	 Anderson, AL, Proudfoot, J, & Harris, MF 2009, 
Medical assistants: A primary care workforce 
solution? Australian Family Physician, 38, pp. 
623-626.

4.	 Aslam, H, Kemp, LA, Harris, E, & Gilbert, E 2009, 
Socio-cultural perceptions of SIDS among 
migrant Indian mothers, Journal of Paediatrics 
and Child Health, 45, pp. 670-675.

5.	 Barton, CA, Proudfoot, J, Amoroso, C, Ramsay, 
E, et al, 2009, Management of asthma in 
Australian general practice: Care is still not in 
line with clinical practice guidelines, Primary 
Care Respiratory Journal, 18, pp. 100 -105.

6.	 Booth, ML, Dobbins, T, Aitken, R, Denney-
Wilson, E, et al, 2009, The short-term costs 
of managing conditions associated with 
overweight and obesity among Australian 
teenagers, Journal of Paediatrics and Child 
Health, 45, pp. 448-456.

7.	 Bunker, JM, Hermiz, OS, Zwar, NA, Dennis, SM, 
et al, 2009, Feasibility and efficacy of COPD 
case finding by practice nurses, Australian 
Family Physician, 38, pp. 826 – 830.

8.	 Chan, BC 2009, Capitalising on the social 
resources within culturally and linguistically 
diverse communities for mental health 
promotion: stories of Australian Chinese 
people, Australian Journal of Primary Health, 15, 
pp. 29-36.

9.	 Chapman, NH, Brighton, TA, & Harris, MF 2009, 
Venous thromboembolism: Management in 
general practice, Australian Family Physician, 
38, pp. 36-40.

10.	
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11.	 Denney-Wilson, E 2009, Eating behaviours and 
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34.	 McDonald, J, Powell Davies, PG, & Harris, 
MF 2009, Interorganisational and 
interprofessional partnership approaches 
to achieve more coordinated and integrated 
primary and community health services: the 
Australian experience, Australian Journal of 
Primary Health, 2009, pp. 262-269.

35.	 Powell Davies, PG, Perkins, D, McDonald, J, & 
Williams, AM 2009, Integrated primary health 
care in Australia, International Journal of 
Integhesre in 
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5.	 Jones, A, Harris-Roxas, B, 2009. The Impact of 
School Retention and Educational Outcomes 
on the Health and Wellbeing of Indigenous 
Students: A literature review, Sydney. 
Centre for Health Equity Training Research and 
Evaluation (CHETRE) UNSW.

Conference Presentations

Invited/Keynote
1.	 Harris, PJ ‘Equity and health impact 

assessment: lessons from practice [Invited]’, 
HIA2008: South East Asia and Oceania Regional 
Health Impact Assessment Conference, 
Chiang Mai, Thailand, 24-26 April 2009. 

2.	 Harris, PJ ‘Health Impact Assessment [Invited]’, 
Northern Territory Department of Health and 
Families (DHF) Health Promotion Forum - 
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13.	 Dennis, SM, Williams, AM, & Harris, MF ‘What 
are the linkages between self-management 
programs and primary care providers?’, 
2009 General Practice and Primary Health Care 
Research Conference, Melbourne, 15-17 July 
2009.

14.	 Eames-Brown, R, Laws, RA, Williams, AM, Powell 
Davies, PG, & et al, ‘The provision of lifestyle 
risk factor management by community nurses 
- what do nurses and their clients think?’, 
Health in Transition, 4th International Conference 
on community health nursing research, Adelaide, 
2009.

15.	 Fanaian, M, Harris, MF, & Lyle, D ‘GPs 
Assessment and management for lifestyle 
risk factors in rural and urban general 
practices in Australia’, GP-PHC, Melbourne, 
15-17 July 2009.

16.	 Gavlak J, Marshall MJ, Trompeter S, Laverty A, et 
al ‘Sleep-related breathing disorders in sickle 
cell disease’, SLEEP 2009 23rd Annual Meeting of 
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54.	 Vagholkar, S, Zwar, NA, & Harris, MF 
‘Cardiovascular absolute risk assessment 
and impact on prescribing’, GP`09 - A doctor 
for all seasons, Perth, 1-4 October 2009.

55.	 Wade, V, Knight, J, & Comino, EJ ‘The G
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Contact Us

Randwick Centre

Executive Director: Professor Mark Harris
UNSW SYDNEY NSW 2052
Tel: +61 2 9385 8384
Fax: +61 2 9385 1513
Email: m.f.harris@unsw.edu.au

CEO: Associate Professor Gawaine Powell Davies
UNSW SYDNEY NSW 2052
Tel: +61 2 9385 1501
Fax: +61 2 9385 1513
Email: g.powell-davies@unsw.edu.au

Off campus research units

CHETRE

Director: Mrs Elizabeth Harris
Locked Mail Bag 7103, 
Liverpool BC NSW 1871
Tel: +61 2 9612 0779
Fax: +61 2 9612 0762
E-mail: mary.knopp@sswahs.nsw.gov.au

General Practice Unit

Director: Professor Siaw-teng Liaw1
Fairfield Hospital
PO Box 5 
Fairfield NSW 1860
Tel: +61 2 9616 8520
Fax: +61 2 9616 8400
E-mail: siaw@unsw.edu.au

Please direct any inquiries regarding the Annual Report to Gawaine Powell 
Davies at g.powell-davies@unsw.edu.au. Further information about the 
Centre for Primary Health Care and Equity can be found at www.cphce.
unsw.edu.au.

1  Replaced Professor Nicholas Zwar in 2009, who is now Professor of General 
Practice at the School of Public Health and Community Medicine
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