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Course Identity 

Year of Delivery 2020 

Course Code BABS2204 / BABS2264 

Course Name Genetics / Advanced Genetics 

Academic Unit School of Biotechnology & Biomolecular Sciences 

Level of Course Second Year Undergraduate 

Units of Credit 6 

Session(s) Offered 2 

Assumed Knowledge,  
Pre-requisites and Co-requisites 

Pre-requisite: BABS1201  

Assumed Knowledge: CHEM1011 

Hours per Week BABS2204: 6hrs 

BABS2264: 7hrs 

Number of Weeks 10 weeks 

Commencement Date September, 2020 

Staff 

ccd s2U
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Course Resources 

Textbook 
 

Introduction to Genetic Analysis, Anthony Griffiths, Susan R. Wessler, Sean B. 

Carroll and John Doebley, 2015, 11th edition (W.H.Freeman) 

 

Course 
Website 

 

The BABS2204/2264 Moodle site contains links to resources, lecture notes and 

discussion forums where you can ask questions. Once you are enrolled, you can 

access the Moodle site at 
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Graduate Attributes Developed in this Course 
Science Graduate 
Attributes 

0 = no focus 
1 = minimal 
2 = minor 
3 = major 

Activities / Assessment 
 

Research, inquiry 
and analytical 
thinking abilities 

3 

Guided laboratory practical work (both independent and 

collaborative) supporting an introduction to methods of 

enquiry in genetics taught in lectures.  The course aims 

to enable students to: 

• understand key concepts in genetics; 

• evaluate experimental data; 

• solve problems using the scientific method; 

• find and evaluate relevant scientific and non-

scientific literature; and  

• communicate their work to others. 

Capability and 
motivation for 
intellectual 
development 

3 

The lectures place developments in genetics in their 

historical and social context and highlight the current 

rapid increase in genetics knowledge. This is reinforced 

in the laboratories, which give students the opportunity 

to develop their practical and problem-solving skills.  

Ethics, social and 
professional 
understanding 

3 

Lectures discuss social, ethical, economical and 

professional issues surrounding current genetics 

research. This increases awareness and understanding 

of the problems associated with the dramatic increase in 

genetic information available in recent years. 

Communication 3 

Communication skills are developed by ongoing 

discussion and interaction with peers, demonstrators 

and lecturers during practicals, the production of a blog 

post (in BABS2204) and a scientific report (in 

BABS2264).  
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Rationale and Strategies Underpinning this Course 

Teaching strategies 
 

 

Lectures provid
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Assessment Tasks and Feedback 
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Students who believe that their performance, either during the session or in the end 
of session exams, may have been affected by illness or other circumstances may 
apply for special consideration. Applications can be made for compulsory class 
absences (such as laboratories), in-session assessments tasks, and final 
examinations. 
  
You must submit the application prior to the start of the relevant exam, or before a 
piece of assessment is due, except where illness or misadventure prevent you from 
doing so. If you become unwell on the day of the exam or fall sick during an exam, 
you must provide evidence dated within 24 hours of the exam, with your application. 
  
UNSW has a fit to sit/submit rule which means that if you sit an exam or submit a 
piece of assessment, you are declaring yourself fit to do so.  
 
You must obtain and attach Third Party documentation before submitting the 
application. Failure to do so may result in the application being rejected. 
  
Further information on special consideration can also be found at 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/specialconsideration.  
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SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATIONS: 
The University does not give deferred examinations. However, further assessment 
exams may be given to those students who were absent from the final exams 
through illness or misadventure and received Special Consideration approval. Mid-
term supplementary exam will be held during the term at the convenient period 
determined by the course convenor. Final supplementary exam will be run by The 
Exam Office and in supplementary exam period. 
It is the responsibility of all students to regularly consult their official student 
email accounts and myUNSW in order to ascertain whether or not they have 
been granted further assessment. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Further assessment exams will be offered during these days ONLY and failure 
to sit for the appropriate exam may result in an overall failure for the course. 
Further assessment will NOT be offered on any alternative dates.  
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Expectations of 
Students 

 
These courses are NOT offered in distance education mode. You are expected to 
attend ALL scheduled classes, tests and examinations. A pass in BABS2204/2264 is 
conditional upon a satisfactory performance in the practical program. This includes 
an 80% attendance minimum of the practical classes scheduled and, for BABS2264 
students, 80% of classes in the research lab timeslot. 
 
It is important that you come prepared to the practicals having already read 
the appropriate sections of the textbook, lecture notes and the lab manual.  
 
You must be correctly attired for laboratory practicals (see below). 
 
You must keep a record of all your laboratory work in a bound notebook. Questions 
in this manual may be answered in your notebook or manual. Demonstrators or 
lecturers may ask to inspect your notebook or manual at any time.  

Assignment 
Submissions 

 
Details on assignment submission are given in the “Assessment Tasks and 
Feedback” table. 
 

Occupational 
Health and 
Safety 

 
Flat-soled, covered shoes and lab coats must be worn whenever you are 
working in the laboratory.  Eating, drinking, using mobile phones and running 
are NOT permitted in the lab. Anyone who violates these regulations will not be 
allowed to proceed with the practical class. 
 

For T3 2019, BABS Supplementary Exams will be scheduled on: 
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UNSW OHS policies and procedures (2001) stipulate that everyone attending a 
UNSW workplace must ensure their actions do not adversely affect the health and 
safety of others. This outcome is achieved through a chain of responsibility and 
accountability for all persons in the workplace. 
 
This School has undertaken detailed risk assessments of all course activities and 
identified all associated potential hazards. These hazards have been minimised and 
appropriate steps taken to ensure your health and safety. For each activity, clear 
written instructions and appropriate hazard warnings or risk minimisation procedures 
are included for your protection. Refer to the Risk Assessment section in this manual 
for specific risks and hazards associated with the laboratory component of this 
course. 
 
It is your responsibility to prepare for all practical work. You should be familiar with 
the procedures scheduled for the practical class and identify all personal protection 
requirements needed to complete the exercise in a safe manner. Material Safety 
Data Sheets (MSDS) are available from your demonstrator for any hazardous 
chemicals. At the commencement of each new practical your demonstrator will 
review any risks with you. It is essential that you are present at the beginning of each 
class to ensure that you understand any risks and can review the safety procedures.  
If you are not present you may be excluded from the class.  
 
You must comply with all safety instructions and observe all safety notices. Failure to 
comply with safety instructions may be considered academic misconduct and may 
be investigated by WorkCover as a breach of the NSW OH&S Act (2000). 
 
Following are some simple rules which will ensure good laboratory practice and 
minimise the consequences of risks: 
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• Information on relevant OH&S policies and expectations at UNSW: 
http://www.ohs.unsw.edu.au/ 
 

Equity and 
Diversity 

 
If you have a disability that requires some adjustment in your teaching or learning 
environment, you are encouraged to discuss your 
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