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1. Information about the Course

FACULTY Science

SCHOOL OR DEPARTMENT | Psychology

COURSE CODE PSYC3241

COURSE NAME Psychobiology of Memory and Motivation

SEMESTER Semester 1 YEAR 2016
UNITS OF CREDIT 6 LEVEL OF COURSE 3dyear
ASSUMED KNOWLEDGE, PSYC2001 and PSYC2081

PREREQUISITES OR CO-

REQUISITES

SUMMARY OF THE COURSE
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| 4. Aims of the Course
This course examines the psychobiology of memory and motivation, with an emphasis on memory.
Behavioural experiments demonstrating the basic concepts associated with memory, and forgetting, will be
described as will experiments that are aimed at determining the neural bases of memory and forgetting.
Much of the research described in the course involves non-human animals, but the implications of this
research for our understanding of memory, and forgetting, in humans are highlighted in most sections of
the course.

The course is divided into the following broad topics:
(1) Basic concepts of memory; consolidation and reconsolidation
(2) Fear memory
(3) Spatial memory
(4) Extinction
(5) Forgetting
Lab course:
The laboratory component of the course has two primary goals: (1) to provide “hands on” experience in
observing various aspects of rodent behaviour that are frequently used in studies on the psychobiology of

memory, and (2) to provide an opportunity for small group discussion/debate on various issues relevant to
the material described in the lecture component of the course.

Note that the “hands-
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3. Develop effective
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9. Course Schedule

Week Lecture Topic & Lecturer Tutorial/Lab Sugge.sted
Content Readings
Introduction to memory and motivation;
1 . ) No labs
modulation of memory (Richardson)
Consolidation and reconsolidation IntroQuctlon; how
2 . to write research
(Richardson)
proposal
. Play behaviour and
3 Fear (Richardson) USVs
4 Spatial memory (Richardson) No labs
5 Midterm exam Animal exercises
6 Extinction (Graham) Animal exercises
7 Sex differences in extinction (Graham) Animal exercises
8 Sex differences in memory (Graham) No labs
9 Developmental differences in memory class presentations
and extinction (Richardson) P
Developmental differences in memory .
10 N class presentations
and extinction (Baker)
11 Transgenerational effects (Richardson) Ethics
12 Forgetting (Richardson) Brain game
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10. Assessment

Learning Graduate Date of Feedback
Assessment Task Weight Outcomes Attributes Release Submission Who When How
Assessed Assessed
Mid-session exam 20 Week 5, Week 5, Lecturer Week 7 Moodle
lecture 1 lecture 1
When
Final exam 40 EXE.im EXE.im Lecturer mavrks University
period period released by
University
Friday of
Research proposal 30 Week 1 Week 12 Tutor 24 June Moodle
. S Friday of
Tutorial participation 10 Week 1 Week 12 Tutor 24 June Moodle

1. Mid-session exam: This 45-min exam (could consist of multiple choice, short-answer, and/or fill-in-the-blank questions; more specific details provided prior to the exam) will be given on Wednesday 6

Page 7 of 10




11. Expected Resources for Students

TEXTBOOKS none

COURSE MANUAL none

REQUIRED READINGS These are provided on the course Moodle page
RECOMMENDED INTERNET | none

SITES

12. Course Evaluation & Development

Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to improve them. Feedback is gathered
using various means including UNSW’s Course and Teaching Evaluation and Improvement (CATEI) process.

13. Plagiarism & Academic Integrity
What is plagiarism?
Plagiarism is presenti
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http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/academic-integrity-plagiarism
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/academic-integrity-plagiarism
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
https://teaching.unsw.edu.au/elearning

If plagiarism is found in your work when you are in first year, your lecturer will offer you assistance to
improve your academic skills. They may ask you to look at some online resources, attend the
Learning Centre, or sometimes resubmit your work with the pr
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https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
mailto:learningcentre@unsw.edu.au
mailto:cofalearningcentre@unsw.edu.au
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide

Special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
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