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1. Information about the Course 
FACULTY Science 

SCHOOL OR DEPARTMENT Psychology 

COURSE CODE PSYC2101 

COURSE NAME Assessment, Personality, and Psychopathology 

SEMESTER Semester 2 YEAR 2016 

UNITS OF CREDIT 6 LEVEL OF COURSE 2nd year 

ASSUMED KNOWLEDGE, 
PREREQUISITES OR CO-
REQUISITES 

Contact the School Office 

SUMMARY OF THE COURSE This course deals with psychological assessment, personality and 
psychopathology. The assessment portion of the course will include key 
concepts in personality and intelligence testing.  The psychopathology portion 
of the course is an introduction to the study of maladaptive behaviour and 
mental disorders. The course will provide an overview of common mental 
disorders, including anxiety, mood, eating, childhood, and psychotic disorders. 
Emphasis will be placed on diagnostic criteria, contemporary theories of 
psychopathology, and empirically supported approaches to treating mental 
disorders.  
 

 

2. Staff Contact Details 
COURSE COORDINATOR 
 

Name Phone Email Office 
Contact Time & 

Availability 

A/Prof Eva Kimonis 9385 2323 e.kimonis@unsw.edu.au MAT 1102    By appointment 
 

LECTURERS 
 

Name Phone Email Office 
Contact Time & 

Availability 

A/ Prof Jessica Grisham 9385 3031 jessicag@unsw.edu.au MAT1303    By appointment 

Dr. Thomas Whitford 9385 3936 t.whitford@unsw.edu.au MAT 913 By appointment 
 

Dr. Lisa Williams 9385 1643 lwilliams@psy.unsw.edu.au MAT 1302a By appointment 

A/ Prof Lenny Vartanian 9385 8758 lvartanian@psy.unsw.edu.au MAT 1111 By appointment 

Dr. Angela Nickerson 9385 0538 a.nickerson@unsw.edu.au 
 

MAT 1101a By appointment 

TUTORS & DEMONSTRATORS 
 

Name Phone Email Office 
Contact Time & 

Availability 

Natalie Goulter (head tutor)
     

 n.goulter@unsw.edu.au  MAT 1402 By appointment 
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3. Course Timetable 

Component Tutor 
Class 

Number 
Time Day Location 

 Lectures      

    Lecture 1 
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6. Graduate Attributes 

School of Psychology 
Graduate Attributes* 

Level of Focus 
0 = No focus 
1 = Minimal 
2 = Minor 
3 = Major 

Activities/Assessment 

1. Core knowledge and 
understanding 

3 
Tutorial presentation; essay; mid-session test and final 
examination. 

2. Research methods in 
psychology 

2 
Tutorial presentation; essay; mid-session test and final 
examination. 

3. Critical thinking skills 3 
Tutorial presentation; essay; mid-session test and final 
examination. 

4. Values, research and 
professional ethics 1 

Ongoing discussion of the ethical issues surrounding the 
classification, assessment and treatment of mental 
disorders. 

 

5. Communication skills 2 Contribution to tutorial discussions; oral tutorial presentation 

6. Learning and application 
of psychology 

3 
Tutorial presentation; essay; mid-session test and final 
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10. Assessment 

Assessment Task Weight 
Learning 

Outcomes 
Assessed 

Graduate 
Attributes 
Assessed 

Date of 
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11. Expected Resources for Students 
TEXTBOOKS 

Barlow, D.H., & Durand V. M. (2015). Abnormal psychology: An integrative 
approach. Seventh Edition.  Cengage Learning.  Available in UNSW bookshop 
and Library (My Course Reserve). 

Please note:  You may prefer to buy a second-hand copy of an earlier edition of 
the text.  The content will be similar but the page numbers will not correspond 
exactly to the new edition. 
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ADDITIONAL READINGS Week 1:  

Barlow & Durand (Chapter 1, Abnormal behavior in historical context). 

Week 2:  

Barlow & Durand (Chapter 14, Neurodevelopmental disorders and pp.455-460 on 

Conduct Disorder). 

Patterson, G. R., Dishion, T. J., & Bank, L. (1984). Family interaction: A process model 

of deviance training. Aggressive Behavior, 10, 253-267. 

Week 3:  

Barlow & Durand (Chapter 5, Anxiety disorders pp. 123-154). 

Week 4/5:  

Barlow & Durand (Chapter 5, Anxiety disorders pp. 155-177). 

Murray, L., Creswell, C., & Cooper, P. J. (2009). The development of anxiety disorders 

in childhood: an integrative review. Psychological Medicine, 39(09), 1413-1423. 

Week 8:  

Barlow & Durand (Chapter 7, Mood disorders and suicide). 

Week 9/10: 

Barlow & Durand (Chapter 13, Schizophrenia and other psychotic disorders). Give    

particular attention to pp. 471-477, “Clinical description and symptoms” and pp. 

481-490 "Prevalence and causes of schizophrenia" 

Chadwick, P., & Birchwood, M. (1994). The omnipotence of voices: A cognitive   

approach to auditory hallucinations. The British Journal of Psychiatry, 164, 190-

201. 

Week 11/12:  

Barlow & Durand (Chapter 12, Personality Disorders). 

Clark, L. A. (2009). Stability and change in personality disorder. Current Directions in 

Psychological Science, 18(1), 27-31.  

 
RECOMMENDED 
INTERNET SITES 

 
You should be aware of policies regarding your behaviour at the university. 
Familiarize yourself with the following: 

Student Code of Conduct, 
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentcodepolicy.pdf  
Policy concerning academic honesty, 

https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/academiclife/assessment/CodeofConduct.html
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentcodepolicy.pdf
http://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/academic-integrity-plagiarism
https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/resources/StudentEmailRules.html
https://student.unsw.edu.au/email-rules
http://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/antiracismpolicy.pdf
https://student.unsw.edu.au/racism
https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/resources/EquityDiversityPolicy.html
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/equitystatement.pdf
http://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/equaleducationpolicy.pdf


http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/academic-integrity-plagiarism
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
https://teaching.unsw.edu.au/elearning
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf
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Using the internet appropriately 

A first year student handed in an assignment where she had copied from a website. Her lecturer realised she 
didn’t understand you have to reference websites in the same way you reference books and journal articles. 
The lecturer explained how to reference and sent her to a workshop at the Learning Centre to help her 
improve her skills. 

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
mailto:learningcentre@unsw.edu.au
mailto:cofalearningcentre@unsw.edu.au
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide

