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2. Course information 

Units of credit: 6 

Pre-requisite(s): None 

Teaching times and locations: PSYC1001 Timetable 

2.1 Course summary 

This course introduces key conceptual, theoretical and methodological underpinnings of psychology 

as a basic science, with emphasis on the social bases of behaviour. After an initial review of the 

historical foundations for the scientific study of human behaviour, several specific topics related to the 

social aspects of human behaviour are discussed. Specific topics covered in this course include: 

development, theories of personality, theories of consciousness, and social influences on behaviour. 

In addition, training in the methods of psychological inquiry and in the critical evaluation of research 

will be discussed.  

2.2 Course aims  

This course aims to provide a broad perspective on scientific approaches to studying psychology. 

Each topic is delivered by a different lecturer, including world leading researchers in the topic that is 

being presented. This structure aims to provide students with insight into the different methods, 

scientific traditions and motivations driving modern psychological science. We also aim to provide 

students with an understanding of how basic understanding of psychological processes can be 

applied to benefit society.  

2.3 Course learning outcomes (CLO) 

At the successful completion of this course the student should be able to: 

1. Recognise diverse but complementary theoretical and experimental approaches to major 

psychological issues. 

2. Recognise and appreciate the role of the scientific method in psychology. 

3. Think critically about the information presented throughout this course. 

4. Understand ethical issues in psychological research. 

5. Communicate effectively when interpreting, evaluating and reviewing psychological research. 

6. Better understand the application of psychological theories and principles to everyday life. 

7. Carry out targeted information searches more effectively.

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/PSYC1001.html#S2S
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2.4 Relationship between course and program learning outcomes and assessments 

 Program Learning Outcomes 

CLO 

1. Knowledge 
2. Research 

Methods 

3. Critical Thinking 

Skills 

4. Values and 

Ethics 

5. Communication, 

Interpersonal and 

Teamwork 

6. Application Assessment 

1.  

Lectures, tutorials, 

online activities 

textbook, quizzes 
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Tutorial attendance is compulsory to ensure students are consistently working towards achieving the 

foundational graduate competencies required by the APAC Accreditation Standards.  These 

Accreditation Standards are incorporated in Program and Course Learning Outcomes.  You must 

attend the tutorial in which you are enrolled for the duration of the session; you are not allowed 

to arrange with a tutor to change tutorial. Tutorial attendance is a necessary part of the course, with 

content being examinable. Additionally, it is the University policy that students who attend less than 

80% of their possible classes may be refused final assessment or may not be issued with a 

final grade for the course. If you are unable to attend your scheduled tutorial in a given week for 

medical reasons, contact your tutor (see contacts on Pages 2 & 3) and the Course Administrator 

on psychology@unsw.edu.au. 

There are strict University regulations on class sizes due to health and safety considerations, so it is 

not permissible to simply attend an alternative tutorial, without first getting approval. Once approved, 

you should inform the tutor of the alternative class about your attendance on the day, as well as 

inform your own tutor by email.  You should not attend alternative tutorials other than in exceptional 

circumstances and with approval, as it could significantly impact your assessment. There is, however, 

one exception: if you are enrolled in a tutorial that is affected by a public holiday, you must attend 

another tutorial that week. Alternative tutorials will also be made available via Moodle 

announcements. If you are enrolled in a Friday tutorial and cannot attend university due to illness, a 

replacement tutorial is not possible. Ensure that you submit a medical certificate to your tutor so that 

your attendance is explained on your record. Where possible, material from the tutorial will be 

published on Moodle for revision purposes.  

Unless specifically identified as being voluntary, all class work set during a course must be 

completed. Failure to do so will be recorded as ‘unsatisfactory class work’. Because the assignments 

are designed to assess key student learning outcomes of the course, as stipulated by the Australian 

Psychological Accreditation Council (APAC), failure to complete one of these may result in 

performance below that required for accreditation, and you may be refused admission to other 

Psychology courses.  

Students registered with Disability Support Services must contact the course co-ordinator immediately 

mailto:psychology@unsw.edu.au
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Psychology 1A: Course timetable – Term 2 2019 

Week Dates 
Lecture 1 Lecture 2 Lecture 3  

Textbook* Tutorial** 
Assessment (pg. 11-16) 

(S) = set; (D) = due; (R) = return Available online at start of week Available online at start of week Available online at start of week 

1 3-7 June 
Introduction / Administration Clinical Perspectives Psych. Perspectives 

1, 2   
Research Skills Assessment (RSA):  

ILS for Psychology (S)  Dr David White Scientia Prof. Richard Bryant Prof. Simon Killcross 

2 
10-14 

June 

Social Psychology Social Psychology Social Psychology 
15 

Online tutorial 
 (Writing skills, 

Psych in Media) 

RSA: Writing & Psych in media 

online tutorials (S) Dr Lisa Williams  Dr Lisa Williams  Dr Lisa Williams  

3 
17-21 

June 

Social Psychology Social Psychology Social Psychology 
15 Social RSA: Building a rationale (S)  

Scientia Prof. Joe Forgas  Scientia Prof. Joe Forgas  Dr Lisa Williams  

4 
24-28 

June 

Developmental Psychology Developmental Psychology Developmental Psychology 
11 Developmental 

RSA: ILS for Psychology (D) 

RSA: Writing & Psych in media (D) Dr Jenny Richmond Dr Jenny Richmond Dr Jenny Richmond 

5 1-5 July 
Developmental Psychology Developmental Psychology Developmental Psychology 

11 
Mid-semester 

exam** 
Mid-Semester Exam 

Dr Jenny Richmond Dr Jenny Richmond Dr Jenny Richmond 

6 8 ʹ 12 July 
Emotion & Motivation Emotion & Motivation Emotion & Motivation 

10 
Emotion and 

Motivation 
 

Prof. Eddie Harmon-Jones Prof. Eddie Harmon-Jones Prof. Eddie Harmon-Jones 
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5. Assessment 

5.1 Assessment tasks 

All assessments in this course have been designed and implemented in accordance with UNSW 

Assessment Policy. 
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the basic elements of effective and efficient scientific communication, and to further develop your 

information literacy skills.  

You will research the theoretical background to a provided topic area and write a short literature 

review based on your reading of a few papers. You will then be required to build a convincing and 

logical rationale for further experimentation. You need to think carefully and creatively about the 

research that has been conducted. What are the remaining questions in this field? What were some of 

the 
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Signing up to Participate: It is a good idea to complete your research participation requirement 

early, as fewer studies may be available towards the end of the semester. Any issues regarding 

outstanding credit must be resolved between you and the researcher by Friday 9 August 2019. If you 

are unable to resolve this issue, contact sona@psy.unsw.edu.au.  

Only sign up for a study if you are sure you can attend on time. If you sign up and then do not attend 

without a reasonable excuse, 0.5 points will be deducted from your participation balance. This is 

because a failure to attend causes considerable inconvenience and cost to researchers. If you are 

going to miss or have missed a study for which you have signed up, you should contact the 

researcher as soon as possible, and you may be able to reschedule. It is at the researcher’s 

discretion whether penalties are applied or rescinded.  

When you attend an experiment, the researcher will explain as much as is possible about the study 

and will give you an opportunity to withdraw if you wish. Keep in mind that you may withdraw at any 

time during the study and this will not jeopardise your relationship with the researchers, PSYC1001, 

or the university in general.  

Research Debriefing Discussion: In order to receive credit for your participation, you must discuss 

the experiment that you have completed with the researcher. They will debrief you on the study and 

provide you with a handout detailing your discussion. You should keep the handout for future 
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Deception: Usually the initial description of the study will be accurate. However, on occasion the 

researcher may find it necessary to mislead you as to the true purpose of the study. Such deception 

can occur in one of two ways. The researcher may simply omit important information, or the 

researcher may actually misrepresent the true nature of the study. These types of deception will only 

occur when there is no other way to obtain meaningful data given the rationale for the experiment. All 

elements of deception will have been approved by the applicable ethics committee. At the end of a 

study involving deception, the researcher is obliged to describe the deception and to explain why it 

was necessary.  

Confidentiality: Only the researcher and the researcher’s supervisor have access to information that 

specifically identifies you with the data you provided. Although data collected from you may be 

reported on an individual or group basis in a publication, you can assume anonymity and 

confidentiality.  

Complaints: If you have any complaints, you can obtain a Research Participation Complaint Form 

from the Psychology Office (Mathews Level 15). Your comments will be forwarded to the course 

coordinator and will remain completely confidential. Alternatively, you may contact the course 

coordinator directly if you wish.  

Alternative Assignment: If you have an objection to participating as a subject in any research, you 

should talk to the Course Coordinator by the end of Week 4. The Course Coordinator will arrange an 

alternative assignment for you to complete in order to obtain the required research participation marks 

(4%).  

Assessment 3: Mid-semester Exam 

This will allow you to test your understanding of the course content covered in the first 4 weeks of the 

course. All questions will be multiple choice. The mid-semester exam will include questions based on 

material covered in lectures and tutorials (Weeks 1-4). Topics that will be covered in the exam include 

Psychological Perspectives (Killcross), Clinical Perspectives (Bryant), 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/grades
https://student.unsw.edu.au/assessment
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/assessmentdesignprocedure.pdf
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5.3 Submission of assessment tasks 

Assessment 1: In accordance with UNSW Assessment Policy the Building a Rationale essay 

assignment must be submitted online via Turnitin. All other components of this assessment are 

complete via online exercises.  

Late penalties: deduction of marks for late submissions will be in accordance with School policy (see: 

https://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide). 

Special Consideration: Students who are unable to complete an assessment task by the assigned 

https://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
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6. Academic integrity, referencing and plagiarism 

The APA (6th edition) referencing style is to be adopted in this course.  Students should consult the 

publication manual itself (rather than third party interpretations of it) in order to properly adhere to 

APA style conventions.  Students do not need to purchase a copy of the manual, it is available in the 

library or online. This resource is used by assessment markers and should be the only resource used 

by students to ensure they adopt this style appropriately: 

APA 6th edition. 

Referencing is a way of acknowledging the sources of information that you use to research your 

assignments. You need to provide a reference whenever you draw on someone else's words, ideas or 

research. Not referencing other people's work can constitute plagiarism. 

Further information about referencing styles can be located at https://student.unsw.edu.au/referencing  

Academic integrity is fundamental to success at university. Academic integrity can be defined as a 

commitment to six fundamental values in academic pursuits: honesty, trust, fairness, respect, 

responsibility and courage.1 At UNSW, this means that your work must be your own, and others’ 

ideas should be appropriately acknowledged. If you don’t follow these rules, plagiarism may be 

detected in your work.  

Further information about academic integrity and plagiarism can be located at:  

 The Current Students site https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism, and  

 The 

http://www.apastyle.org/manual/index.aspx
https://student.unsw.edu.au/referencing
https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
https://student.unsw.edu.au/conduct
http://psy.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/page_file_attachment/2018%20S1%20Psychology%20Student%20Guide_20180130.pdf
https://www.library.unsw.edu.au/
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
https://student.unsw.edu.au/turnitin
https://student.unsw.edu.au/conduct
https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
https://student.unsw.edu.au/email-rules
https://student.unsw.edu.au/racism
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/equitystatement.pdf
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UNSW Equal opportunity in education policy statement

https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/archives/equaleducationpolicy1.1.pdf
https://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
https://student.unsw.edu.au/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/academic-skills
https://student.unsw.edu.au/disability-services
https://www.it.unsw.edu.au/students/index.html

