
 

1 

 
 
 
 

Course Outline 
 

PSYC1022 
 

Psychology of Addiction 
 

 



 

2 

1. Staff 

mailto:h.pacitti@unsw.edu.au
https://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2023/PSYC1022.html


 

3 

2.3 Course learning outcomes (CLO) 

At the successful completion of this course the student should be able to: 

1. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of major transdisciplinary concepts, theories, 

research findings, and trends in the field of drug addiction. 

2. Describe and evaluate psychological research methods used in the field of drug addiction and 

interpret numerical data in relation to theoretical issues. 

3. Apply critical thinking skills in order to use empirical evidence from psychological science to 

understand physiological, behavioural, cognitive, and social factors involved in drug addiction. 

4. Demonstrate effective written communication skills for the purpose of informing and arguing. 

5. Apply self-regulated learning strategies to study course content for the purpose of developing 

effective learning and academic skills. 
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2.4 Relationship between course and program learning outcomes and assessments 

CLO 

Program Learning Outcomes 

Assessment 
1. Knowledge 

2. Research 

Methods 

3. Critical Thinking 

Skills 

4. Values 

and Ethics 

5. Communication, 

Interpersonal and 

Teamwork 

6. Application 

1
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3. Strategies and approaches to learning 

3.1 Learning and teaching activities 

Lectures: the lecture content of this course is presented entirely online via the Moodle eLearning 

website.  The format of the lectures involves PowerPoint slides with accompanying audio. In addition, 

PDF slides of the lectures are made available for the purpose of note-taking. Students should both 

read through the lectures and write separate notes to maximise their understanding and retention of 

the material.  The lectures will be made available at the start of each week and will be left online for 

the duration of the course. This will allow students to go through the lectures at their own pace. While 

it will not be monitored directly, all students must listen to the lectures in the week in which they are 

set. The content of this course is extensive and at times complex; students who do not stay up to date 

with course material each week will likely find it difficult to prepare for assessments due to the 

cumulative nature of the content.   

Forums: There are two types of Moodle forums, the Discussion Forum and Study Group Forums (5 

https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/login/index.php
https://student.unsw.edu.au/smarthinking
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4. Course schedule and structure 

This typically consists of 2 hours of online lecture material and 1-2 hours of online activities. Each week students are expected to take an additional 5-7 hours 

of study to engage in self-determined study to complete assessments, readings, optional activities, and exam preparation/revision. 

Week  Lecture topic/s Online activities Self-determined activities 

Week 1  
13/02/2023 

Topic 1: Origins of Drugs (3 lectures) 
Topic 2: Manufacture, distribution, prevalence and black market (1 lecture) 
Topic 3: Population entry and exit from drug taking (2 lectures) 

Topic 1 quiz 
Topic 2 quiz 
Topic 3 quiz 
Researching skills online lesson 
 

Optional activities as indicated in Moodle 
 
 

Week 2  
20/02/2023 

Topic 4: Harms of Drug Use (2 lectures) 
Topic 5: Associative Learning (2 lectures) 
 

Topic 4 quiz 
Topic 5 quiz  
Intro to APA style online lesson 
Study group: complete SRL 1 (deadline: 
Sunday 5:00 pm) 

Optional activities as indicated in Moodle 
Exam prep/revision 
 

Week 3  
27/02/2023 

Topic 6: Neuropharmacology (3 lectures) 
Topic 7: Withdrawal & Tolerance (2 lectures) 

Topic 6 quiz 
Topic 7 quiz  
Writing skills online lessons 
Submit: essay prep. 1 (deadline Sunday 
5:00 pm) 
Study group 

Optional activities as indicated in Moodle 
Exam prep/revision 
 

Week 4  
06/03/2023 

Topic 8: Positive reinforcement, craving and economic choice (1 lecture) 
Topic 9: Biological mechanisms of reward (1 lecture) 

Topic 8 quiz 
Topic 9 quiz  
Study group: complete SRL 2 (deadline 
Sunday 5:00 pm) 

Reading: Wise & Koob (2014) 
Essay 
Optional activities as indicated in Moodle 
Exam prep/revision 
 

Week 5  
13/03/2023 

Topic 10: Cognitive Impairments and comorbidity (1 lecture) 
Topic 11: Brain mechanisms of impaired behavioural control (1 lecture) 

Topic 10 quiz 
Topic 11 quiz  
Study group: complete SRL 3 (deadline 
Sunday 5:00 pm) 

Reading: Ahmed (2012) 
Essay 
Optional activities as indicated in Moodle 
Exam prep/revision 
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5. Assessment 

5.1 Assessment tasks 

All assessments in this course have been designed and implemented in accordance with UNSW Assessment Policy. 

Assessment task Length Weight Mark Due date  

Assessment 1:  Topic quizzes (15) Varied 0% (formative) Varied 
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https://student.unsw.edu.au/grades
/content/dam/pdfs/governance/policy/2022-01-policies/assessmentpolicy.pdf
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5.2 Assessment criteria and standards 

Further details and marking criteria for each assessment will be provided to students closer to the 

assessment release date (see 4.1: UNSW Assessment Design Procedure). 

5.3 Submission of assessment tasks 

Essay: In accordance with UNSW Assessment Policy the final version of the essay must be 

submitted online via Turnitin. No paper or emailed copies will be accepted. 

Late penalties: deduction of marks for late submissions will be in accordance with UNSW 

Assessment Policy. 

Special Consideration: Students who are unable to complete an assessment task by the assigned 

due date can apply for special consideration. Students should also note that UNSW has a Fit to 

Sit/Submit rule for all assessments. If a student wishes to apply for special consideration for an exam 

or assessment, the application must be submitted prior to the start of the exam or before an 

assessment is submitted. If a student sits the exam/submits an assignment, they are declaring 

themselves well enough to do so and are unable to subsequently apply for special consideration. If a 

student becomes ill on the day of the exam, they must provide evidence dated within 24 hours of the 

exam, with their application. 

Special consideration applications must be submitted to the online p8(e )e2/ 322.7ial c

/content/dam/pdfs/governance/policy/2022-01-policies/assessmentimplementationprocedure.pdf
/content/dam/pdfs/governance/policy/2022-01-policies/assessmentimplementationprocedure.pdf
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


http://www.apastyle.org/manual/index.aspx
https://student.unsw.edu.au/referencing
https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
https://student.unsw.edu.au/conduct
https://www.library.unsw.edu.au/
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
https://student.unsw.edu.au/turnitin
https://student.unsw.edu.au/conduct
https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
https://student.unsw.edu.au/email-rules
/content/dam/pdfs/governance/policy/2022-01-policies/antiracismpolicy.pdf
/content/dam/pdfs/governance/policy/2022-01-policies/equitystatement.pdf


/content/dam/pdfs/unsw-adobe-websites/science/psychology/2022-program-guides/2022-09-psychology-student-guide-t3.pdf
https://student.unsw.edu.au/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/academic-skills
https://student.unsw.edu.au/wellbeing
https://student.unsw.edu.au/els
https://www.myit.unsw.edu.au/

