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 Course Details & Outcomes 
Course Description
This course introduces psychology as a biological science. The emphasis is on understanding 
the links between the neurobiology of the brain, sensory organs and nervous system and human 
behaviour. The lecturers on this course will provide students with diverse perspectives on 

https://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/undergraduate/courses/2023/PSYC1011
https://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2023/PSYC1011.html
https://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2023/PSYC1011.html


and neurophysiological. Topics covered in lectures and tutorials on this course include memory 
and cognition, animal learning, psychobiology, perception, and abnormal psychology. Through 
interactive tutorials, group presentations, research participation and a written essay, the aim of 
the course is to develop fundamental skills in finding, evaluating, generating, and integrating 
psychological research evidence.

There is no assumed knowledge, and the course is suitable for any UNSW undergraduates with 
an interest in experimental psychology, cognitive science, clinical psychology and neuroscience.

Course Aims
This 



 
CLO3 : Evaluate psychological research in terms of the scientific 
method and research ethics.

Group 



part of the course and tutorial content is examinable. Attendance at tutorials is also essential in 
accordance with UNSW Assessment Implementation Procedure. Additionally, it is the University 
policy that students who attend less than 80% of their possible classes may be refused final 
assessment or may not be issued with a final grade for the course. If you are unable to attend 
your scheduled tutorial in a given week for medical reasons, contact the Course Administrator on 
d.chen@unsw.edu.au. If you are enrolled in a Friday tutorial and cannot attend university due to 
illness, a replacement tutorial is not possible. Ensure that you submit a medical certificate to 
your tutor so that your attendance is explained on your record. Where possible, material from the 
tutorial will be published on Moodle for revision purposes.

There are strict University regulations on class sizes so it is not permissible to simply attend an 
alternative tutorial, without first getting approval. You should not attend alternative tutorials other 
than in exceptional circumstances and with approval, as it could significantly impact your 
assessment. If you are enrolled in a tutorial that is affected by a public holiday, you will be 
informed of alternative arrangements that will be made for the affected tutorial.

Unless specifically identified as being voluntary, all class work set during a course must be 
completed. Failure to do so will be recorded as ‘unsatisfactory class work’. Because the 
assignments are designed to assess key student learning outcomes of the course, as stipulated 
by the Australian Psychological Accreditation Council (APAC), failure to complete one of these 
may result in performance below that re;䁢挡
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Self-guided study

Online activities, including interactive modules and revision quizzes are available and should be 
completed on a regular basis, to allow you to evaluate your understanding of course material and 
consolidate learning.

The recommended course textbook supplements the lecture, tutorial and online material. 
Independent study using the textbook will enrich student’s understanding of the topics covered 
on the course and provide a more rounded 
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an experiment that can fill this gap. Each group presentation will be about 12 minutes long, and 
will be submitted as a link to an online video recording. The presentation assessment 
contributes 26% of your final grade, and your mark will consist of a group mark (90% of your 
mark) and an individual mark based on your contribution to the group (10%).

General presentation instructions as well as a marking rubric will be available on Moodle in Week 
3.

Your tutor will give you details of your presentation group in Week 4. The presentation will 
typically be due to be uploaded as a video in either Week 8 or Week 9.

Your final mark will be based both on the performance of your group as a whole (90%), as well as 
your individual contribution to the presentation, as assessed by your peers. Students are also 
required to provide feedback on the contribution of other students and so the feedback on your 
presentation is peer feedback as well as a marked rubric.

Final Examination 

The final exam is worth 35% of the overall mark. The exam will consist of multiple-choice 
questions (MCQs) and cover all material covered in the course. The exam typically lasts between 
30 and 45 minutes and will be held in the UNSW exam period. Further details will be released in 
the later part of the term (TBA).

Research Participation 

You are able to participate in psychological research within the School for up to 12 participation 
hours. You receive a SONA point for each hour of research participation. 4 hours of research 
participation are compulsory (4% course credit for 4 SONA points) and up to 8 hours are
 optional (up to 4% bonus credit @ 0.5% per SONA point).

The deadline for completing all research participation hours is at the end of term (TBA).

Participating in on-going research allows you to learn first-hand about the ways in which 
research in psychology is conducted, and to experience the application of concepts you learn 
about in the course, as well as find out about areas of investigation that are beyond the 
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communication, and to further develop your information literacy skills. Writing essays in any area 
of science is an essential skill that reflects your ability to synthesise empirical (research-based) 
material and report empirical conclusions clearly and concisely. In order to successfully 
complete the essay, you will need to develop a logical and concise argument, supported by 
empirical and theoretical evidence. It is an exercise that requires a considerable level of 
theoretical and conceptual understanding and critical analysis. The essay is worth 35% of your 
final mark. It is an individual exercise, which means that each student will submit an essay that 
they have prepared on their own.

The topic of the essay will be on an area of experimental research with a bearing on 
psychological theory. Detailed information regarding the content and format of the essay will be 
available on Moodle in Week 2 and the essay will typically be due either Week 7 or 8. Feedback is 
provided through marked rubric and written comments on the essay.

 General Assessment Information 
Special Consideration: Students who experience circumstances outside of their control that 
prevent them from completing an assessment task by the assigned due date due can apply for 
Special Consideration. Special Consideration applications should include a medical certificate or 
other documentation and be submitted via myUNSW within 3 days of the sitting/due date.  

Important note: UNSW has a “fit to 
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only resource used by students to ensure they adopt this style appropriately: APA 7th edition.
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Week-by-week course content is provided in the Course Schedule and the Course Timetable 
posted on the course Moodle page. 

 Course Resources 
Prescribed Resources
Not applicable

Recommended Resources
There are no prescribed texts, however students can support their learning of topics in this corse 
using the following recommended textbook: 

Bernstein et al. (2020). Psychology: Australia and New Zealand (3rd ed.) Cengage Australia: 
Melbourne, VI
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Act responsibly, ethically, safely and with integrity.
Observe standards of equity and respect in dealing with every member of the UNSW 
community.
Engage in 
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documentation or other documentation explaining your absence must be submitted with your 
application. Once your application has been assessed, you will be contacted via your student 
email address to be advised of the official outcome and any actions that need to be taken from 
there. For more information about special consideration, please visit: https://
student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration

Important note: UNSW has a “fit to sit/submit” rule, which means that if you sit an exam or 
submit a piece of assessment, you are declaring yourself fit to do so and cannot later apply for 
Special Consideration. This is to ensure that if you feel unwell or are faced with significant 
circumstances beyond your control that affect your ability to study, you do not sit an examination 
or submit an assessment that does not reflect your best performance. Instead, you should apply 
for Special Consideration as soon as you realise you are not well enough or are otherwise unable 
to sit or submit an assessment.

Faculty-specific Information 

Additional support for students

The Current Students Gateway: https://student.unsw.edu.au
Student support: https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/support
Academic Skills and Support: https://student.unsw.edu.au/academic-skills
Student Wellbeing, Health and Safety: https://student.unsw.edu.au/wellbeing
Equitable Learning Services: https://student.unsw.edu.au/els
UNSW IT Service Centre: https://www.myit.unsw.edu.au

School Contact Information 

School of Psychology

Phone: +61 2 9385 3041 

E-mail: psychology@unsw.edu.au

Honours E-mail: honours.psychology@unsw.edu.au
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